NEW MEXICO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

_Jr

egacy

VOLUME 36, NO 4
WINTER 2022-2023

Becoming Sephardic in New Mexico

by Sarah Leiter

hat happens when peo-
ple learn that their fam-
ily history is different
from what they had
thought it was? Does
their sense of identity

change? Do they behave differently in

their everyday lives’ How do they in-
tegrate new information about the past
into their understandings of who they
are in the present? These are some of the
questions I sought to answer this past
year through my doctoral dissertation
research, which was funded in part by
the 2022 NMJHS New Mexico Jewish
History Research Fellowship in honor
of Dr. Henry ]. Tobias.

These questions first came to mind in
2018, when I was brought on to the
newly forming Sephardic programming
team at the Jewish Federation of New
Mexico, to assist people who were pur-
suing citizenship in Spain through their
Spanish-Jewish ancestry. My job was to
speak with applicants, confirm that their
family histories matched authoritative
understandings of Sephardic histories,
and help process certifications that
the applicants were, in fact, Sephardic
(Spanish-Jewish). But there was one
problem: many of the applicants with
whom I interacted were not sure that
they were Sephardic. Many were New
Mexican and came from families that
identified as ancestrally Spanish, but
they were Catholic, or nonreligious, or
Protestant. Until now, Jewish heritage
had never even been a possibility.

My colleagues and I suggested that these
applicants work with genealogists and
other professional researchers to deter-
mine their eligibility for citizenship in

Spain. Soon, we began receiving phone
calls from New Mexicans who had
replaced confusion with connection,
now aware of a Jewish history that had
brought their families to the American
Southwest. Often through tears, they
explained that their ancestors had settled
in remote New Mexico in the 16th and
17th centuries, in an attempt to escape
the persecution and prosecution of the
Inquisition. The applicants now realized
that previous generations had been con-
cealing an ancestral Judaism, and that
breadcrumbs of that Judaism remained
in their grandparents’ food preparation
practices, funerary rituals, and candle-
lighting customs. Their family pasts were
not quite what they had believed them
to be, and they were eager to share what
they now knew to be true.

As I listened to more and more of these
stories, and with their gracious permis-
sion and participation, I began to con-
duct research on New Mexicans who
were learning of their Sephardic family
histories for the first time. Some had
been pointed toward their Jewish roots
decades ago as the result of personal
life events, and others discovered their
Jewish ancestral pasts in the 1990s, as
academics debated the New Mexican
presence of an ethnoreligious group
they referred to as “crypto-Jews.” Most,
however, gained an awareness of their
Sephardic ancestry after 2015, when
Spain extended an offer of citizenship
to anyone around the world who could
demonstrate descent from Spanish Jews.
In New Mexico, a state in which a deep
connection to Spain has long perme-
ated the cultural identification practices
of many residents, this opportunity
prompted several hundred families to

investigate their gene-
alogies, commission
family surname analy-
ses, and undergo ge- [
netic testing, in search |
of Jewish ancestors.
As news of a Jewish
connection to Spain
spread through word
of mouth, through

Sarah Leiter

news articles in popular outlets such as
the New York Times, through Facebook
groups, and through an exhibit at the
New Mexico History Museum, more
New Mexicans began to reframe their
Spanish heritage through a Jewish lens.
As they did so, I began to ask them
whether and how this new informa-
tion about their ancestors was changing
their lives.

Throughout the course of my project,
I used three primary research methods.
The first was participant observation,
perhaps the most common method
in my field of sociocultural and lin-
guistic anthropology. This involved
participating in and observing what was
happening in settings where emergent
Sephardic ancestry was made relevant.
These settings included day-to-day

(continued on p. 3)
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President’s Column

t’s hard to believe that yet
another year has come
and gone. On behalf of
the NMJHS Board, we
wish you, your family,
and friends a happy, healthy 2023!

Our Board and committees have been
busy with program planning, member-
ship campaigns including renewals, and
community outreach. In this issue, you’ll
see a flyer for our upcoming speaker
programs and Annual Business Meeting.
Preliminary plans are also underway for
the 2023 Fall Conference and a Call for
Proposals will be circulated in the near
future. Do mark your calendars for the
Fall Conference in late October, because
itis our annual signature event as well as
our opportunity to fundraise, not only
in support of the Conference but also
NMJHS. After membership, the Fall
Conference fundraising is our second
revenue stream, and your support and
generosity are greatly appreciated.

Speaking of membership, if you haven't
renewed already, please do. You may re-
new directly online or by check, and we
have mailed the membership renewal/
new membership form with your letter.
This was a banner year for memberships,
closing out at 300! A huge thanks. In
this issue for the first time, we are ac-
knowledging our Life Members, with a
testimonial by Carmen Rodriguez, Santa

Sharing Your Family History

NMJHS continues to collect New
Mexico Jewish family histories
through oral interviews to share
with the public and preserve in the
New Mexico State Archives.

If you are interested in participat-
ing, contact the NMJHS office:

5520 Wyoming Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505-348-4471, admin@nmjhs.org

Fe. In fact, the num-
ber of Life Members
has more than dou-
bled in the last five
years, from 13 to 30!
That speaks volumes
about those indi-

viduals and house-
holds who strongly NMJHS President
support NMJHS and ~ Linda Goff
want to ensure its future. Won't you join
the growing list?

We also welcome volunteers to serve on
our committees, such as membership,
programs, publicity, and outreach, for
example. We can’t do what we do with-
out our volunteers from throughout
the state. Out-of-state members are also
welcome, and since our meetings are
now held via Zoom, it is much easier to
participate no matter where you reside.
Please contact me or Naomi Sandweiss,
Executive Director, for more informa-
tion about ways to become involved.

We're a friendly group!

Thanks so much for your ongoing sup-

¥ going sup
port through your membership, pro-
gram attendance, and contributions.xx
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Mission Statement

The New Mexico Jewish Historical
Society is a secular organization that
promotes greater knowledge and un-
derstanding of New Mexico’s diverse
Jewish experiences within a broad
cultural context.

IN MEMORIAM

Kathleen Abeles
Jan. 12, 1945 - Dec. 22, 2022

Elsie Hartog-Gobey
Sept. 8, 1942 - Dec. 8, 2022

Franklin Schargel
June 24, 1949 - Aug. 16, 2022

NMJHS is on Facebook.
Please “like” us at
https://www.facebook.com/
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Welcome New NMJHS
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Keith Leslie Robert Shulman
Judy Klinger

Legacy is the quarterly newsletter of the
New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
5520 Wyoming Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

Telephone: (505) 348-4471
Fax: (505) 821-3351
website: www.nmjhs.org
email: admin@nmjhs.org

Executive Director: Naomi Sandweiss
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00AM-3:00PM

Editor: Estelle Miller

Copy Editor: Lynn Ruzinsky

Layout: DT Publishing, Santa Fe
Printing: Minuteman Press, Albuquerque
Mailing: Southwest Mail Center, Albuquerque

PAGE 2




NEW MEXICO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Becoming Sephardic in New Mexico (continued from p. 1)

activities at the Jewish Federation; a
Spanish immigration attorney’s office
where Sephardic New Mexican clients
were pursuing Spanish citizenship;
Sephardic-focused cultural, religious,
and educational events in person and on
Zoom; two Jewish conversion courses
run through New Mexico synagogues;
informal meals and gatherings among
New Mexicans of Sephardic descent;
meetings and informal conversations
with local Ashkenazi Jews and with non-
Sephardic Hispanic New Mexicans; and
online in Zoom meetings and Facebook
groups in which New Mexicans of Sep-
hardic descent were active participants.
The second method I used was semi-
structured interviewing. I conducted,
recorded, and transcribed 32 interviews,
each between one and three hours long,
with New Mexicans who have Sep-
hardic ancestry. That these interviews
were “semi-structured” meant that the
conversations were guided by what
each interviewee felt was important to
share. Finally, I distributed an in-depth
survey to New Mexicans of Sephardic
descent to get additional qualitative in-
formation about how they identify and
whether, when, and why this may have
shifted over their lifetimes. Thirty-four
individuals, most of whom were not
included in the group of interviewees,
completed the survey.

In conducting this research, I quickly
learned that many were interested in
my either supporting or debunking par-
ticipants’ Sephardic pasts. This has been
a common theme in much academic
writing on Sephardic-descended New
Mexicans, especially in the 1990s, when
scholarship on the topic centered on
either verifying or refuting the histori-
cal accuracy of claims to Jewish heritage
among Hispanic families in the Ameri-
can Southwest. However, as a doctoral
student in anthropology, I am interested
not in proving or disproving versions
of history but in addressing the social
relevance of these histories today. That

is, I find it productive to explore how
and why we care so much in the present
about what happened in the past.

While a response to that prompt in the
context of Sephardic New Mexico war-
rants an entire dissertation (stay tuned!),
I can offer a few insights as to what I
have found so far. These findings touch
on the themes of identity, language, sci-
ence, and spirituality, and the political
complexities of New Mexican Jewish
history.

First, discovering Sephardic ancestry
has led many to identify as Sephardic
themselves. While this is certainly not
the case for every New Mexican who has
become aware of Spanish-Jewish ances-
tors, it was common for my research
participants to begin calling themselves
“Sephardic” or “Jewish” after learning
of their Jewish predecessors. As in any
normative Jewish community, what that
meant was as varied as the number of
people who chose to do this. For some,
“Sephardic” was purely an ethnic desig-
nation or an acknowledgement of DNA
test results. For others, it meant taking
on some Jewish cultural practices and
holiday observances, such as learning
to cook Jewish foods, wearing Judaica-
themed jewelry, lighting Hanukkah
candles, or wishing others a “Shabbat
Shalom.” Some newly Sephardic New
Mexicans began to participate in local
Jewish organizations and synagogues,
and others embarked on paths toward
rabbinically supervised rites of return
or conversion to Judaism. These ap-
proaches overlapped in various ways
for each individual, but in general each
person took on these practices in order
to honor and connect with their ances-
tors who had to abandon their Judaism
as a result of the Inquisition.

Second, becoming Sephardic—taking
on a Sephardic or Jewish identity after
discovering Sephardic ancestry—often
was accomplished through everyday

language use. This finding emerged out
of my focus on linguistic anthropology,
which studies how our everyday ways of
talking situate us socially. One way in
which New Mexicans came to identify
not only as descendants of Sephardic
Jews, but as Sephardim themselves,
was through the use of the pronoun
“we.” Specifically, many of those I in-
terviewed talked about the experiences
of their long-deceased ancestors using
“we” instead of “they,” telling me things
like: “When we [arrived in New Mexico
in the 1600s] we'd watch what the
animals would eat so that we wouldn’t
starve”; “This was the language that we
left [Spain] with 500 years ago”; and
“How is it possible that we had a 500-
year hiatus of knowing who we are?”
Similar to the Passover seder tradition
of proclaiming that “we were slaves in
Egypt,” this linguistic strategy was a
subconscious way of bringing the past
into the present and forging a personal
connection to it.

Third, I found that Sephardic family
histories became relevant through an
intertwining of scientific evidence and
spiritual wonderment. Those who felt
particularly meaningful connections
to their Jewish ancestors framed these
connections in terms of both genetics
and genealogy on the one hand and
a mystical pull toward Judaism on
the other. For them, history became
meaningful and graspable through this
interplay of science and spirituality. For
example, several Sephardic New Mexi-
cans cited DNA haplotypes, academic
publications, and genealogical lineages
when explaining their historical ties to
Inquisition-era Jews. Their connections
to Sephardic ancestry were empirical,
unearthed through scientific research
and evidenced by verifiable data. At
the same time, they felt that this his-
tory surfaced in mystical encounters
throughout their lives: they felta unique

(continued on p. 4)
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Safely home.

Thinking of buying or selling?
Call me. It's never too early to talk.

Talia Freedmaon and Co . Real estate

505.263.7892 Cell | www Abg-Reaily.com
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local farm products

casual excellance
&t Breakiast

Lunch

dining
(505) 4T 1-3800

2801 Rodeo Rd Santa Fe
W joeadinisg.com

ﬁ_’ TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Many Voices, One Community

A Welcoming, Inclusive Community
Celebrating Reform Judaism
205 East Barcelona Road

Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87505

www.sftbs.org 505.982.1376

NVIHVI

ELIMINATING HATE AND INTOLERANCE ONE MIND AT A TIME

New Mexico Holocaust Museum and Gellert Center for Education

rocaTion: 616 Central Avenue SW Albuquerque NM 87102
saiL: PO Box 1762 Albuguergue NM 871031762

PHONE: (503) 2470606

emall infa@nmholocaustmuseum org

wEeBsITE: nmholocaustmuseum.org

SantaFe ?E%‘-‘”
Jewish Film ‘!Illsh
Festival :

www.SantaFeJFF.org | 505.216.0672

ZAPLIN| LAMPERT GALLERY

RICHARD LAMPERT

651 Canyon Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico | 87501 | 505.982.6100
richard@zaplinlampert.com | www.zaplinlampert.com

Becoming Sephardic in New Mexico (continued from p. 3)

sense of familiarity when among Israeli
acquaintances, or an affinity toward Ha-
nukkah candle blessings, or a tendency
to seek out Jewish romantic partners.
For these Sephardic New Mexicans,
ancestral history was consequential
because it could account both for a
person’s bodily makeup and for some
of what they found meaningful in their
own lives. This dual connection in part
allowed them to transform Sephardic
history into autobiography, making
their ancestors’ stories part of their own
stories today.

Finally, beyond the individual, this re-
search pointed to political complexities
involved in recasting family histories
in a new light. When New Mexicans
identify as Sephardic, or when scholars
participate in the aforementioned debate
about Crypto-Jewish authenticity, what
is at stake is the broader history of New
Mexico itself. For years, the state has
celebrated and circulated a version of
Spanish colonial history in which Catho-
lic Spaniards, for the glory of the Spanish
Crown, founded what would eventu-
ally become New Mexico. This victori-
ous conquistador past is put forth by
highly visible state- and city-sponsored
events and depictions, including the
Santa Fe Fiestas, the (now former) seal
of the University of New Mexico, and
sculptures outside of popular museums.
While this story and its material repre-
sentations have been contested in recent
years, particularly by Native American
activists, the prevailing historical nar-
rative remains one in which “Spanish”
is synonymous with “conquistador.”
However, for today’s New Mexicans to
be able to identify as Sephardic, this
deeply rooted narrative needs to shift.
The Catholic conquerors or some of
their cohort need to be reframed as Jews
(or descendants of Jews) in exile. They
need to be understood as settling in New
Mexico to escape the persecution of the
Inquisition, not (or not only) to extend
the Spanish Empire. The colonizers need
to be restyled as the colonized.

The point here is not that one version
of the story is more accurate than the
other, or that we should or should not
prioritize particular interpretations of
New Mexican history. Rather, it is to
suggest that identifying as Sephardic in
the present carries significant implica-
tions for our broader conceptions of the
past, especially in terms of the founda-
tional narrative of New Mexico. In this
state, where certain understandings of
history are widely institutionalized,
commonly celebrated, and publicly
contested, contemporary identities that
depend on the reframing of these his-
tories have the potential to complicate
much beyond individual lives.

So, to return to the question I posed
at the beginning of this article, what
happens when people learn that their
family history is different from what
they had thought it was? In the case
of New Mexicans who have uncovered
their Sephardic ancestry, this discovery
can lead to shifts in personal identifica-
tion practices. These shifts might be
accomplished through everyday lan-
guage use and accounted for through an
interweaving of scientific evidence and
spiritual experience. And they might call
into question not only ancestral identi-
ties but the broader historical contexts
in which these ancestors lived. In short,
new discoveries about our predecessors
affect many parts of our present—which
will affect how our own descendants
might see themselves in the future.%

Sarah Leiter is a PH.D. candidate at the
University of New Mexico where she is
studying cultural and linguistic anthro-
pology. Her research focuses on identity,
religion, and citizenship among New
Mexican descendants of Sephardic Jews.
She also is the coordinator of Commu-
nity Outreach at the Jewish Federation of
New Mexico where she works with Hillel
at UNM and the Sephardic Heritage

Program.
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The Glorious Rededication of Temple

Montefiore in 2022

by Dianne R. Layden

he historic purchase of
Temple Montefiore, es-
tablished in 1884, from
the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe in 2022, reflects the
ability of the small but committed Jew-
ish community of Las Vegas to preserve
its identity. In the 1990s, the remaining
Jews organized the Jewish Community
of Las Vegas, Inc. (JCLV).

Las Vegas was a center of Jewish life at
the turn of the 20th century. Successful
Jewish businesses were located at or near

According to Rabbi
John Feldman, Milton
Taichert (1892-1989),
longtime Temple Mon-
tefiore president and
the rabbi’s great-uncle,
was the person most
important in temple Dianne R. Layden
life for decades. He

led services once there was no rabbi,
arranged for funerals, kept the books,
and ultimately wrapped up the affairs
of the congregation in the 1950s and
1960s. He made sure that the Torah

the plaza. Leaders in-

scrolls were given to

cluded Charles Ilfeld,
who bought the lot |
for Temple Monefiore
for $640 (Klinger);
Joseph Rosenwald;
N.L. Rosenthal;
Judge Louis Sulzbach- ||
er; and Isidor Stern. ||
Montefiore Cemetery ||
was builtin 1881 and
Temple Montefiorein ||
1886, named for Sir
Moses Haim Monte-
fiore (1784-1885), a ||

Ceremony of Re-Dedication

Congregation Montefiore
Synagogue

Las Vegas, New Mexico
December 18, 2022
Kislev 24, 5783

] | | synagogues in Albu-
querque and Santa
Fe. Rabbi Feldman
is the great-grandson
of Milton’s brother
Joseph, who brought
brothers Milton and
Dan to Las Vegas at
the turn of the 20th
century; brother Na-
than settled in Jasper,
Indiana.

Marvin Taichert,

British Jew who was | |

Milton’s son, found-

an eminent philan-
thropist.

The temple, originally located at Ninth
Street and Douglas Avenue, was moved
in 1922 to Eighth and Columbia Streets,
four blocks away, “to make room for
the United States courthouse and post
office, which was built in 1927-28,
and now serves as the administration
building of the Las Vegas City Schools”
(Lopez). By mid-century, the Jewish
population had declined, and the temple
was sold in 1957 to the Las Vegas Bap-
tist Church for $8,000 and sold again
in 1964 to the Archdiocese of Santa Fe
(“Recollections”). The building served
as the Newman Center at New Mexico
Highlands University.

ed the Montefiore
Cemetery Association in the 1980s,
and served as president. “He began an
annual cleanup, complete with picnic
and talk, which continues to the pres-
ent day. Marvin passed away in 2002”
(New Mexico).

In 2022, Temple Montefiore was
reclaimed by the Jewish community,

(continued on p. 6)

Ruvera FAMILY

Funerals, Cremations and Memorial Gardens C emelery

Tim Rivera
Chener~Funeral Director

:

(305) 989-7032
tim@riverafh.com

417 East Rodeo Road
Santa Fe, NM 87505

TEMPLE AARON
Trinidad, Colorado 81082

Please contact our website for
future events and activities in 2022:
www.templeaaron.org

info@templeaaron.org

K’hilah K'doshah - a sacred, caring,
committed Jewish community since 1897

m “Seek Me and Live”
CGrgregation Albert

3800 Louisiana Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Phone: 505-883-1818
www.congregationalbert.org

Stefanie Beninato
A Well-Born Guide / Have Ph.D. Will Travel
Original Tour
Jewish Legacy in New Mexico
www.swguides.com info@swguides.com

P.0. Box 1601 Santa Fe, NM 87504
505.988.8022

THE LAS VEGAS JEWISH COMMURNITY, INC.
P.0. Box 1231

Las Vegas, NM 87701
505/617-5092

FAITH, FRIENDSHIP & FOOD

Ve

“1920-2020

Congregation B’'nai Israel
Ce(eﬁraring 100 Years

www.bnaiisrael-nm.org
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LOS ALAMOS

JEWISH CENTER

Unaffiliated congregation
2400 Canyon Rd., Los Alamos NM 87544
505-662-2140 * president@lajc.org
www.lajc.org

The Place

Progressive Judaism

HaMakom

For Passionate and

Musical Shabbat and Holiday services
featuring a blend of Renewal
and Conservative traditions
www.hamakomtheplace.org
505-992-1905

-y HISTORIC_.
ALBUT:)uf" U[
INMCORPORATED

wiwew historicabgorg  HistoncABQEaol com

Fraserning Albugquargue’s past for the future

Chevra Kadisha hotline:
575-418-3618

Serving the needs of Northern New
Mexico’s Jewish community with sup-
port and education on Jewish burial

and Chevra Kadisha practices.

ToThe
Herzstein Memorial Museum
Union County Historical Society

WHERE HISTORY COMES T0 LIFE!
22 So. 2nd Street
P.O.Box 75 575-374-2977

Clayton, NM www.hertzsteinmuseum.com

— R 1
Congregation

Beit Tikwva
“We are the house of hope”

2230 Old Pecos Trail, Phone: 505-820-2991
Santa Fe, NM 87505 www.Beittikvasantafe.org

Rededication of Temple Montefiore (continued from p. 5)

Church; Father Frank Pretto of Santa
Fe; Las Vegas Mayor Louie Trujillo; The
Honorable M. Christina Armijo; and
Father Charles McCarthy of Laguna
Pueblo.

along with the house next door, when
the Archdiocese began to sell proper-
ties to pay settlements in sexual abuse
cases. In a few weeks, JCLV raised over
$350,00 from donations in-state and
across the U.S. Lewis Terr, who has
served as president of the Montefiore
Cemetery Association, took the lead in

Jeana Efroymson of Santa Fe donated
plaques to JCLV board members:

negotiations. “Gratitude and appreciation are due,”
i 7 she told me. Sara
The purchase took |, Koplik, Hillel di-

| rector at the Uni-
versity of New
| Mexico, pre-
sented them to
-3 Sheila Silverman,

Zelda McCros-
sen, Nancy Terr,
Diana Presser,
Molly Smollett,
Amy Kaplan, Ye-
him Ternar, Aida Samaniego, Philip
Cantu, Johanna Keenan, Jim Terr, and
Lewis Terr.

place on Rosh |§
Hashanah 5783
(September 28, |o
2022), with the
rededication held
on the first night
of Chanukah
5783 (December
18, 2022). As we
know, “Chanu-
kah” means dedication.

The evening was glorious! About 100
people attended, several from Albuquer-
que and Santa Fe, and spirits were high.
Many of us knew this was an historic
moment. People cheered for the return
of the temple to the Jews of Las Vegas.

The program was created and moderated
by Rabbi Paul Citrin of Albuquerque,
who noted the Archdiocese had been
generous over the years in allowing
JCLV to gather at the temple.

Steven Ovitsky blowing the shofar

The mezuzah that is already on the
temple door was blessed, and three
Sifrei Torah were placed in the ark by
Lewis Terr, Neal Behrendt, Kate Im-
merman, Francesca Ascenzi, and Marina
Rabinowitz. A particular highlight was
the sounding of the shofar by Steven
Opitsky, Santa Fe Chamber Music Fes-
tival director. Community prayers were
read and sung, and Jordan Wax played
the accordion, sang, and led Chanukah

songs.

Rabbi Feldman told me that in the
spring of 2023, during better weather, a
celebratory public event for the temple’s
purchase may be held for descendants

of its founders and early leaders, such as
the Ilfeld and Taichert families.

For me, the dedication was thrilling,
history/community intertwined. Nancy
Terr, with the other JCLV board mem-
bers, played a major role in making sure
all went smoothly. I felt honored to be
Esteemed guests who were introduced | present.tx

were Katie Palmer, United Presbyterian

(References on p. 8)
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Why I Became a NMJHS Life Member

by Carmen Rodriguez

y name is Carmen M.
Rodriguez, and I was
born (1950) and raised
in Santa Cruz/Espanola,
New Mexico. Our large
family was very Catholic, and we went
to church every weekend, and sometimes
every day, depending on the occasion. I
often thought that was too many times,
but I did what my parents instructed.
I used to think it was strange that on
Friday evenings and Saturdays, we were
allowed to play and enjoy the weekend
early. Then on Sunday, we would go back
to church. Every Friday evening—well,

really every evening—our entire fam-
ily would kneel and pray the Rosary,
but on Friday evenings especially, my
mom would light candles in our home
altar. Since then, I have always enjoyed
candles, but I always wondered why only
on Fridays. My mom said that Fridays
were special because we said “special”
prayers. All our prayers were in Spanish,
so I thought nothing of these “special”
prayers.

Later in my life, in the 1980s, I was intro-
duced to a woman by the name of Andi
Kron, from Los Alamos, and we became
good friends. Andi was a member of the
Los Alamos Chapter of Hadassah, and
I was a member of MANA del Norte,
the only Latina women’s organization
in Northern New Mexico. I was/am

very interested in women’s issues, and
Hadassah was an organization that fit my
beliefs and values. Later on, I became the

Hadassah, and really enjoyed all the vol-
unteer work we were doing for Hadassah
and Israel. Andi introduced me to many
aspects of Jewish life/cul-
ture, and I realized that
some of the things the
Jewish community did
during not only Shab-
bat but other events, my
family did as well. T also 8
started attending Jewish
organizations to learn
more about my faith and [H
my culture and my new |8
way of living/thinking/ |
acting/doing.

When Andi introduced
me to the New Mexico [
Jewish Historical Society,
it was an eye-opener, be- [
cause there were people I [
knew, such as Dr. Stanley
M. Hordes, who wrote
the book 7o the End of
the Earth: A History of the Crypto-Jews
of New Mexico. 1 learned so much about
my Crypto-Jewish history and was so
fascinated with this book that I would tell
everyone that it was a “must read” and

an eye-opener for all of us in Northern

president of the Los Alamos Chapter of

Carmen Rodriguez

New Mexico. I figured that if Andi and
Stan were members, then I would be too.
I became a member for several years, and
then when I read that there was an op-
portunity to be a Life Member, I decided
to do this, for several reasons:

(1) I believe in this great
organization, and I am
proud of our Board
Members, especially Dr.
Linda Goff (and her hus-
band Ed). Dr. Goff has
done a tremendous job
with the NMJHS and I
wanted to join under her

8 leadership.

(2) 1 believe in support-
ing organizations that
help people, and whose
members are dedicated
to the mission of the
organization, who are
| | consistent with treating
everyone equally, and
who support our Jewish
history.

(3) Ijoined the New Mexico Jewish His-
torical Society as a Life Member because
I believe in this wonderful organization;

(continued on p. 8)

Hal Abroms

Dorothy & Anthony Amsden
Lance & Julia Bell

Robin Berry

Daniel Borenstein

Alan & Diane Chodorow
Sandra & David Dietz
Halley Faust

Bill & Margrethe Feldman
Talia Freedman

Celebrating our Life Members

Art Gardenswartz & Sonya Priestly
Sheila Gershen & Sy Baldwin
Linda & Ed Goff

Dave Gorlick

Jessica Herzstein & Elliot Gerson
Stan & Helen Hordes

Brian Ilfeld

Sandra Levine

Michael & Mina Jo Linver

David & Cynthia London

Susan Michelson & William Stein
Nurit & Yehuda Patt

Donald Percious

Noel Pugach

Carmen Rodriguez

Alan David Scholder

Jane Sherwood

Paul Sklar

Haven Tobias

Victor Weisskopf
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2023 NMJHS Research Fellowship Awards

by Linda Goff, Ph.D.

n light of two excellent
submitted proposals and
one-time additional avail-
able funding, NMJHS
has awarded Research
Fellowships to Chavurah Hamidbar, Al-
buquerque, and to Dr. Dianne Layden,
for projects to be conducted this year.
The Research Fellowship program was
launched in 2018 to provide limited
funding to individuals or organizations
engaged in a research topic related to New
Mexico Jewish history. Immediate past
recipients include Temple Beth Shalom,
Santa Fe; Dr. Janet Yagoda Shagam, Al-
buquerque; and Sarah Leiter, Ph.D. can-
didate at the University of New Mexico,
whose article appears in this Legacy issue.

Chavurat Hamidbar (Fellowship of the
Desert) was founded 50 years ago in
Albuquerque by individuals and fami-
lies seeking an alternative to traditional

synagogues for communal worship and
fellowship. During the 1960s and 70s,
chaverot were part of a trend toward
less-structured ways to celebrate Jewish
life and life cycles.

Their project focuses on conducting oral
interviews of its senior members, and
collecting and organizing documents and
photos, eventually to produce a book and
short video about Chavurah Hamidbar.
The project is co-chaired by Michaela
Karni, Noel Pugach, Ph.D., and Barbara
Cohen.

The second fellowship was awarded
to Dr. Dianne Layden to research and
write a booklet on the history of Temple
Montefiore, Las Vegas, New Mexico,
which served as the center of New Mexico
Jewish life at the beginning in the mid
1880s. Both Temple Montefiore and the
Montefiore Cemetery were founded in

the 1880s. The temple was sold to the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe in 1962, but
repurchased in 2022, with the generous
support of Jewish communities and by
both in-and out-of-state donors.

Dr. Layden will research and collect
documents and photos related to Temple
Montefiore and the Montefiore Cemetery
Association, as well as conduct interviews
with community members. Approximate-
ly 200 booklets will be made available
to the public upon project completion.
Dr. Layden’s article on the rededication
ceremony of Temple Montefiore also ap-
pears in this issue.

Research Fellowship funds are made
possible by earmarked donations, and
if interested in supporting and ensuring
future fellowship funding, please contact
the NMJHS office, or email us at admin@
nmjhs.org. %

Rededication of Temple Montefiore (continued from p. 6)

References

Klinger, Jerry. “The Accidental Congrega-
tion,” ElValle.com, March 2009, https://
elvalle.com/history/El_Valle_History/
Part_20.html. Accessed December 24,
2022.

Lopez, Jesus. “Nuestro Historia—Temple
Montefiore and The Taicherts,” E/Valle.
com, May 13, 2011, https://elvalle.com/
history/El_Valle_History/Part_20.html.
Accessed October 12, 2022.

Lyman, Andy. “A Vegas Gimel,”
SFReporter.com, December 14,
2022, hteps://www.sfreporter.com/
news/2022/12/14/a-vegas-gimel/. Ac-
cessed December 14, 2022.

New Mexico Jewish Historical Society.
“Montefiore Cemetery,” NMJHS.org, n.d.,
https://nmjhs.org/

montefiore-cemetery/. Accessed December
24, 2022.

“Recollections of Milton Taichert.” Las
Vegas, New Mexico, October 1964,
American Jewish Archives, Americanfewis-
hArchives.org (Search). Accessed December
27,2022.

Tobias, Henry J. A History of Jews in New
Mexico. University of New Mexico Press,

1990.

This article was written with the assistance

of Nancy Terr of JCLV.

Why I Became a NMJHS Life Member (continued from p. 7)

because I want to support, belong, and
give back to my/our community, AND
because paying my lifetime membership
dues ONE time will make sure that I
don’t miss my annual dues anymore. For
those of you who sometimes forget, as I
do, I strongly recommend that you, too,
become a Life Member of the NMJHS
for all of the above reasons, and especially
because it is a convenience and you won't

have to remember to pay your dues an-
nually, A “win-win” for YOU and the
NMJHS.

I am proud to say that I am a Life Mem-
ber of the New Mexico Jewish Historical

Society. &

Sincerely, Carmen M. Rodriguez

Many Thanks For

our Donations

Jeffrey Brown

Douglas Colton

Susan Michelson & William Stein

Bette Myerson

Stephen Part & Lora Land Part
in memory of Anna Kotick

Part Leona Rubin

Rae Siporin
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2022 NMJHS Fall Conference

‘m;u

COURTYARDY
Marnntt

Noel Pugach with picture
of Rabbi Helman

Rabbi Paul Citrin Doris Francis-Erhard Jamie Cassutt Rabbi Jack Shlacter
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Justin Ferate

THE NY
SETTLEMENT
HOUSE AND
TRANSFORMATION

Historical Society OF AM ERICA

FEBRUARY 20
7 PM MT

Mew Mexico Jewish

Nutkiewicz, Ph.D.
COEXISTENCE AND
v | OLENCE:

A_N-B- T.HE_.\?EW.S
1914-2022

ZooM
APRIL 19
7 PM MT

NM:I Hs -ANN UA"L M E'ET-I'NG‘
D._la!l!.l_.e Layd.en,-_!?’-h._-._l---as-
Ruth Bader Ginsberg
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NEW MEXICO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE NEW MEXICO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Call for 2023 Fall Conference Papers and Sessions
“History, Genealogy, and Genetics: Discovering and Unraveling the Past and Present”
October 21 — 22, 2023
Albuquerque, New Mexico

We invite papers, presentations, panel sessions or workshops on the intersection of History,
Genealogy and Genetics as it reveals Sephardic, crypto-Jewish, and Ashkenazi family history.
Suggested topics may include but are not limited to:

e How history, historical and archival research and/or methodologies shed light on family
histories

e How genealogy and genealogical research provides new information to discover and unravel
family histories and connections

e The medical and genetic research into diseases that appear among the Jewish population, both
Sephardic and Ashkenazi, in New Mexico and beyond

e Personal stories and journeys into family history and discovering one’s roots

e Jews of Color

e Other related topics will be considered

Other information:

1. All presenters MUST register for the conference

2. We strongly encourage presenters not to read papers or presentations

3. Limited AV equipment and services will be available, such as for Power Point presentations

Individual speakers should plan for 45 minutes, and panel sessions should be no longer 60 minutes in
length, including time for Q&A with the audience.

Proposal Guidelines and Submission:
The Conference Program Planning Committee requests that interested individuals or panelists submit a
proposal that includes the following:

Proposed Session Title;

Proposed Session Format: Individual speaker or panel session;

Proposed Name(s) and Titles of Presenter(s);

Proposed Length of Session;

Proposed Presentation Summary and/or Objectives of Presentation(s): approximately 150 — 200 words;
Resumes or Curriculum Vitae of Speaker(s);

Audio Visual Requirements, Availability TBD;

Contact information, including mailing address, daytime or mobile telephone, and email address.

To learn more about the New Mexico Jewish Historical Society visit: www.nmjhs.org
To ask questions about proposals,

Contact: Norma Libman at nrmlibman@gmail.com

Please Send Electronic Copies of Proposal Submissions to: admin@nmjhs.org

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: March 15, 2023. NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSAL
ACCEPTANCE WILL BE SENT APPROXIMATELY: April 1
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Membership in NMJHS

office at 505-348-4471 or

admin@nmjhs.org to request a

For information contact the NMJHS

membership brochure. Alternatively,
you can download a membership ap-
plication from the NMJHS website,

www.NMJHS.org

Future Events

The NY Settlement House and Transformation Of America, Zoom, Justin
Ferate, February 20, 7:00 p.m. MT.

“Coexistence and Violence: Ukraine, Russia and the Jews, 1941-2022”
Zoom, Dr. Michael Nutkiewicz, April 19, 7 pm MT

Annual Business Meeting, June 11, 2023, 1-3 PM, Jewish Community Cen-
ter Auditorium, Albuquerque, NM. Program speaker Dianne Layden, Ph.D.
as Ruth Bader Ginsburg,.
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