
“frontier town,” built 
around coal, brick, 
and stone quarrying, 
smelting industries, 
and cattle ranching, 
all of which spawned a 
growing merchant and 
professional class. In 
1867, Maurice Wise 
opened a general store on Main Street, 
and merchant Samuel Jaffa was elected as 
the first mayor of Trinidad in 1876. By 
1905, there were 150 Jews in Trinidad, 
and by 1927, the peak estimated popula-
tion of 550 was reached in a community 
of nearly 11,000 people.2

These prominent Jewish families in-
cluded the Gottlieb, Sanders, Wise, 
Mansbach, and Levy families, who were 
all founding members of the temple. 
Rabbi Leopold Freudenthal was hired 
as the first congregational rabbi in 1889 
and served for many years in that role. 
In the latter part of the 20th and early 
21st century, descendants of these origi-
nal families and the family of Leon and 
Kathryn Rubin, whose roots were in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, relocated 
to Raton, where they played a leading 
role in sustaining the temple. Their sons 
Randolph and Ronald continue to serve 
on the board of the temple today.
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emple Aaron of Trinidad, 
Colorado, is the second-
oldest known synagogue 
in continuous use in its 
original location in the 

Rocky Mountain West. This was almost 
not the case, however; in late 2016, as 
the congregation and resources dwindled, 
the decision was made to sell the build-
ing. That possibility mobilized a small 
group of people to rally around the 
cause of preserva-
tion by nominating 
it to Colorado Pres-
ervation, Inc.’s (CPI) 
Endangered Places 
Program in early 
2017. Since then, 
a growing commu-
nity of people, both 
regionally and vir-
tually, has formed 
around the effort to 
preserve the build-
ing and sustain Jew-
ish continuity in the 
southern Colorado 
borderlands. This 
effort reached an 
important milestone on December 11, 
2023, when Temple Aaron was declared 
a National Historic Landmark (NHL) by 
the National Park Service.

The process of seeking and acquiring des-
ignation as a National Historic Landmark 
is challenging and complex. It began with 
a small grant made to CPI by the Golden 
Regional Office of the National Park Ser-
vice (NPS). A Request for Proposal was 
developed and circulated and 21 firms 
from across the United States submitted 
proposals for preparation of a nomina-
tion. A short list of finalists was prepared, 
five interviews were held, and Rachel 

Temple Aaron and the Making of a National Historic Landmark:
Building and Renewing Jewish Community in Trinidad, Colorado

Leibowitz, Ph.D., of Syracuse, New York, 
was selected to prepare the nomination. 
Leibowitz began her research with a site 
visit to Trinidad that included many 
interviews, followed by research in the 
local Carnegie Library and at Las Animas 
County records. Additional research fol-
lowed at the Beck Archives at the Uni-
versity of Denver, the Stephen H. Hart 
Research Center at History Colorado, 
and the Jacob Rader Marcus Center in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 
After several drafts 
were prepared and 
revised, final peer 
review by outside 
scholars and histori-
ans took place before 
consideration by the 
National Historic 
Landmark (NHL) 
Committee of the 
National Park Ser-
vice in March 2023. 
The committee voted 
11-0 to forward the 
nomination to the 
National Advisory 
Committee of the 

National Park Service, for final approval 
by the Secretary of the Interior and New 
Mexico native Debra Haaland. 

Temple Aaron was held to be nationally 
significant for its association with the 
westward migration of Jewish families 
and individuals from Europe into the 
American Southwest and as a fine ex-
ample of Exotic Moorish Revival archi-
tecture. The temple’s founders also played 
a vital role in the civic, economic, and 
religious life of the community.1 Between 
1860 and 1871, approximately eight Jew-
ish men from various regions of Germany 
settled in Trinidad. It had become a true 

Kim Grant

by Kim Grant                                                                        
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Temple Aaron East Facade, photo by Kim Grant



appy Spring! Here in 
New Mexico, there are 
trees budding, birds 
chirping away, and bulbs 
popping up. Always a 

welcome sign!

My husband, Ed, and I recently returned 
from a trip to Albania and Greece. Yes, 
Albania! While it’s not on most people’s 
top ten destinations, it is an interesting 
country, which is still recovering from 

a repressive authoritarian regime that 
isolated it from most of Europe and 
beyond. While in Greece, we took extra 
time to visit Thessaloniki (“Thess”), 
or Salonica, for a few days, to explore 
the rich Jewish history that existed for 
many centuries, especially after 1492. 
We had the privilege of a private Jewish 
Heritage Tour visiting the two remain-
ing synagogues and a beautiful Jewish 

Heritage Museum. At 
one time, over 50,000 
Jews lived in Thess, 
and it was home to 
over 20 synagogues. 
A devastating 1917 
fire destroyed most of 
them and the Jewish 
quarters of the city. 

Today, approximately 1,200 Jews live 
in Thess and own a substantial part of 

that city, which was 
destroyed and rebuilt 
with various com-
mercial properties. 
The Saltiel family of 
many generations is 
one of the leading 
families and com-
munity philanthro-
pists. If your future 
travel plans include 
Greece, by all means 
plan a couple of ex-
tra days to visit this 
lovely city that is also 

well known for other 
museums and cultural properties. Be-
sides, the food is great!
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Albuquerque, NM 87109
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The congregation was originally formed 
at the home of Sol Jaffa in July 1883, at 
the bris of Master Aaron Jaffa. In 1887, 
the congregation began planning to build 
its own permanent building, and it hired 
the renowned local 
architectural firm 
of Bulger & Rapp 
to design the build-
ing in the Moorish 
Revival style, which 
had gained promi-
nence among Reform 
Jews in the United 
States. The prolific 
Isaac Hamilton Rapp, 
who designed over 
80 buildings in the 
region and was later 
credited as the origi-
nator of the “Santa Fe 
Style,” incorporated features such as a 
Turkish onion dome, pyramidal tower, 
decorative minarets, beautiful stained-
glass windows, and a pressed-metal pat-
terned roof into the large brick and stone 
building.3 Today Temple Aaron retains a 
high degree of historic in-
tegrity, including its original 
bimah, ark, sanctuary pews, 
ceiling beams, and 1921 Es-
tey pipe organ and choir loft. 

Designation as a National 
Historic Landmark adds 
important recognition and 
momentum for Temple 
Aaron’s historic preservation 
and congregation-building 
efforts. At the day-long dedi-
cation ceremony held in 
conjunction with the Jewish 
holiday of Purim on March 23, 2024, over 
200 attendees from the community and 

Temple Aaron (continued from p. 1)
region gathered to celebrate this important 
milestone. Speakers included Neal Paul, 
Kim Grant, and Randy and Ron Rubin 
from the temple board, Renee Rockford, 
CEO of Jewish Colorado; Trinidad City 

Manager Steve Ru-
ger and Mayor Karen 
Griego; preservation-
ist Dana Crawford; 
and Linda Goff, co-
president of the New 
Mexico Jewish His-
torical Society. The 
dedication concluded 
with an address by 
nomination-preparer 
Rachel Leibowitz and 
with the unveiling of 
the National Historic 

Landmark plaque by 
Astrid Liverman, NPS 

Historian from Washington, D.C. Rabbi 
Harry Rosenfeld, Rabbi Emeritus of 
Congregation Albert of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, led services and participated 
in the day’s events, which culminated in 
a Megillah presentation by Allen Cutler  

of Denver and music and dancing by 
the Hamantaschens and the Gora Gora 
Orkestar at the Trinidad Lounge.

Temple Aaron is proud to be part of a 
resurgence of preservation of historic 
synagogues in small communities in the 
United States, including the recently re-
acquired Temple Montefiore in Las Vegas, 
New Mexico. More than 130 years after 
Temple Aaron’s construction in 1889 and 
more than 135 years after its first minyan 

gathered, this small congregation sustains 
the ongoing story of the Jewish people 
in the American West and continues 
to serve congregants from throughout 
Colorado’s Front Range and northern 
New Mexico.A

1National Park Service, National Land-
marks Program. Temple Aaron nomina-
tion to National Landmarks Commit-
tee, Spring 2022, pg. 1.
2Front Range Research Associates, 
Trinidad, Colorado Historic Resources 
Survey Plan, 2021, pg. 32.
3Sheppard, Carl D. Creator of the Santa 
Fe Style:  Isaac Hamilton Rapp Archi-
tect, University of New Mexico. 
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Restored 1921 Estey pipe organ. Photo by Ed Goff.

National Historic Landmark Plaque. Photo by 
Kim Grant.
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Jewish gay culture. 
While Chavurat 
Hamidbar reflected 
the counterculture 
trends of the time, 
like other chavu-
rot, it developed its 
own unique struc-
ture and character 
continuously and dynamically and was 
not part of an organized movement. 
Chavurat Hamidbar is unique among 
early chaverot, however, in two ways:  
it is one of only a few original chavurot 
that were formed by families rather than 

single adults or students, and it is still 
thriving today.

Chavurat Hamidbar was founded at a 
meeting in the home of Elaine and Mor-
ton Lieberman, attended by six couples: 
the Alstocks, Carrs, Karnis, Liebermans, 
Rosenzweigs, and Spolskys.  Five of these 
six couples had already become close 
friends through their involvement in 
the Albuquerque Gan, an independent 
Jewish preschool that met at Congre-
gation B’nai Israel and later at other 
locations. The Rosenzweigs and Spolskys 
made a carefully prepared presentation, 
describing the proposed chavurah as an 

Barbara Cohen
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Chavurat Hamidbar:  Fifty Years of Jewish
Fellowship in New Mexico
by Barbara Cohen

havurat Hamidbar (Fel-
lowship of the Desert) was 
50 years old in 2023. It 
was formed in 1973 in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, 

by a group of families who re-envisioned 
Jewish communal worship and social life 
outside the framework of traditional syn-
agogues and Jewish denominations.  The 
Chavurah, as it is known, was formed to 
provide an “extended family” for Jewish 
life in services, celebrations, education, 
and community, without the encum-
brances of a structured congregation, 
such as a building and paid professional 
functionaries. It 
was formed as, 
and remains, an 
independen t , 
eclectic-tradi-
tional, egalitar-
ian Jewish com-
munity. Because 
it has no clergy, 
professional edu-
cators, or admin-
istrative staff, all 
aspects of Jew-
ish religious and 
communal life 
are planned and 
led on a volunteer basis by Chavurah 
members.  

Chavurat Hamidbar and other similar 
chaverot were part of the larger Jewish 
(and secular) counterculture movement 
in the U.S. in the late 1960s and early 
1970s. They were illustrated and inspired 
by The First Jewish Catalog, which was 
compiled and edited by R. Siegel, M. 
Strassfeld, and S. Strassfeld (See p. 280 
for “How to Start a Havurah.”) Other 
examples of the Jewish counterculture 
movement of that era include the cre-
ation of modern Jewish worship music 
(e.g., Debbie Freedman), the revitaliza-
tion of Klezmer music, the Jewish Re-
newal movement, Jewish feminism, and 

C

(continued on p. 5)
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Gail Rapoport

independent group, not affiliated with 
any Jewish congregation, to serve as an 
extended family. Its services would be 
lay-led, egalitarian,1 and family-friendly, 
allowing young children to attend with-
out rigid behavioral expectations. The 
group would not own a building or hire 
any clergy or staff. Ongoing Jewish edu-
cation for both adults and children was a 
fundamental goal. These founding values 
represented significant changes from the 
Jewish congregational norms at that time. 
The couples presenting the outline for 
Chavurat Hamidbar also sought greater 
ritual observance than they experienced 
at the Albuquerque Reform and Conser-
vative synagogues then.

The early years of the Chavurah required 
a significant commitment from members. 
Services were held weekly. To ensure the 
success of the Chavurah and a minyan 
at services, members attended every 
Chavurah service, event, and business 
meeting. The Chavurah became a very 
important aspect of family life for the 
early members. Many of the early mem-
bers had become friends and heard about 
the Chavurah through the Albuquerque 
Gan. Many also participated in the 
contemporaneous Experiment in Jewish 
Learning lecture series that took place at 
the University of New Mexico. Among 
the early and longstanding Chavurah 
members were the Bennahum, Chodor-
ow, Gisser, Kisch, Pugach, Saland, and 
White families, as well as Mauri Katz and 
Sue Steketee. 

Because one of the founding principles 
of the Chavurah was that there would 
be no clergy and all services would be 
lay-led, it has been both fortuitous and 
critical that the Chavurah membership 
has always included people with both 
deep and broad Jewish education. Some 
were trained as cantors and rabbis, some 
attended yeshivot, and some have been 
Judaic scholars. Many are deeply knowl-
edgeable about Jewish worship. Shlomo 
Karni, Mike Rosenzweig, and Dov Spol-
sky were the early service leaders; David 

Wolfe functioned as a cantor.  Through-
out the Chavurah’s 50 years, these and 
more members have generously taught 
others to lead services, in order to build 
a self-sustaining, lay-led Jewish worship 
community.

In the beginning, a local synagogue 
provided the Chavurah with prayer 
books, because they had just switched 
to new ones. It also lent a Torah to the 
Chavurah. In 1974, the Experiment 
in Jewish Learning brought Professor 
Leonard Fein from Brandeis University as 
a speaker. The Kischs hosted a Chavurah 
Shabbat service at their home, which Fein 
attended. Professor Fein was so moved 
that Jews in the desert were making the 
effort to be observant that he promised 
to send a Torah. Indeed, Professor Fein 
sent the Chavurah its first Torah from 
a congregation in the Boston area. The 
Spolskys arranged for the purchase of 
a second Torah about a year later. The 
Chavurah welcomed it in the Manzano 
Mountains on Erev Shavuot, May 26, 
1974, with singing and dancing. The 
scribe who repaired it stated that it was 
a German Torah that was at least 125 
years old at that time. Phil Friedman 
built the first ark for the Torah as a labor 
of love and a heartfelt gift.  His son, Neil, 
was hired to build the second one. In 
1974, the Chavurah purchased De Sola 
Pool (Orthodox) siddurim for Shabbat, 
reflecting the traditional Hebrew service 
used at the time.

The spirit of the Chavurah was captured 
in its motto, “The Chavurah is not a spec-
tator sport,” coined by Beverly White in 
the first years of its existence. The active 
involvement of all members has been a 
foundational principle since the incep-
tion of the Chavurah. Until very recent 
years, all members took turns serving as 
secretary for several months at a time, 
sending out newsletters and meeting 
notices, taking notes at business meet-
ings, and arranging hosts for Shabbat 
services. The only original officer was 

Chavurat Hamidbar (continued from p. 4)
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a treasurer. In 1977, the Chavurah was 
officially incorporated as a not-for-profit 
religious organization, which necessitated 
a board of directors.  In keeping with the 
Chavurah’s egalitarian principles, these 
officers had no authority; Chavurah 
decisions were and still are made in a 
democratic process at business meetings 
that all are invited to attend. 

The absence of staff, clergy, and real estate 
has enabled the Chavurah to maintain a 
minimal membership fee.  In 1973, dues 
were established at $110 for families and 
$55 for individuals.  In 1996, they were 
raised to $130 for families and $65 for 
individuals.  By 2018, dues were raised 
to their current level of $150 and $75.  

From the early years of the Chavurah 
through 2007, it had a thriving Hebrew 
school, originally led by members Mi-
chaela Karni, Bob White, and Danice 
Picraux, and later also by Anat Sichel, 
Ruthie Ma’ayan, and others.  Over the 
years, numerous children of members 
celebrated their b’nai mitzvot and wed-
dings in the Chavurah. In 1988, after 
a decade of discussion, the Chavurah 
purchased its first 30 cemetery plots 
and established the Chavurat Hamidbar 
Cemetery at Fairview Memorial Park. 

In commemoration of its 50th anni-
versary, the Chavurah has undertaken a 
multi-year project to preserve and docu-
ment its history. It has collected docu-
ments, photos, and written recollections 
of members.2 In addition, the Chavurah 
conducted videotaped oral interviews of 
founding and early members. The early 
members and former members are now 
in their 80s, and preserving their recol-
lections, documents, and photos is time-
sensitive and urgent. Thirty founding and 
longstanding members were interviewed 
and recorded, in 20 separate interview 
sessions, for a total of 18 hours and 40 
minutes of interviews.  These video re-
cordings have been transcribed, so that 
they are searchable by future researchers. 

The transcripts are in the process of being 
edited for accuracy. The project has plans 
to archive these documents, photos, and 
transcripts of oral interviews, as well as 
the video files, with the New Mexico 
State Archives and possibly other archives 
collecting Jewish counterculture history, 
where they will be available to both his-
torians and the public.  

For current and future members of 
the Chavurah, this history project will 
clarify the founding goals and objec-
tives, how the Chavurah implemented 
these objectives, and what has preserved 
the organization for half a century.  In a 
broader perspective, the history project 
will contribute to the larger effort to 
collect information about, and begin to 
interpret, this important Jewish counter-
culture movement in New Mexican and 
American Jewish history.

This effort parallels a similar but larger 
project by the University of Pennsylvania 
to document the history of the Jewish 
counterculture movement. Oral histories 
of early members of three of the earliest 
chavurot, all founded on the East Coast 
in the late 1960s, have been conducted, 
and are currently archived at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.3 Archival collections 
relating to the Jewish counterculture 
movement are also being assembled at 
Brandeis University, the American Jewish 
Archives, the American Jewish Historical 
Society, and the University of Colorado.

The almost 19 hours of oral interviews 
of early Chavurah members provide a 
wealth of important information that 
will be available to future Jewish histori-
ans. Above all, four key themes emerge 
from the recollections of these found-
ing and long-time Chavurah members. 
First, the Chavurah was created as an 
immersive, intentional, family-oriented 
Jewish community with a great deal of 
forethought and planning. The values of 
egalitarianism, of full participation of all 

Chavurat Hamidbar (continued from p. 5)
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Australian women’s skin, 
and sold them a cold 
cream made according 
to her mother’s formula, 
thereby rapidly becom-
ing wealthy. Arriving in 
New York in 1914, she 
remarked that American 
women had purple noses, 
gray lips, and chalk-white 
faces from terrible powder, and said, “I 
recognized that the United States could 
be my life’s work.”  She was so successful 
that when she died half a century later, her 
estate was worth $100M. 

Another Katzenellenbogen descendant, 
one of the leading Jewish theologians and 
philosophers of the 20th century and iconi-
cally photographed walking arm in arm 
with the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. He-
schel later wrote of that Selma civil rights 
march experience that “when I marched 
in Selma, my feet were praying,” and King 
called Heschel “a truly great prophet.”

Bringing the Maharam of Padua’s story 
to New Mexico in the mid-20th century 
were two great nuclear physicists, Herb 
Anderson and Fred Reines. Anderson was 
a member of the team that produced the 
first man-made nuclear chain reaction in 
1942 and served as an invaluable partner 
of Enrico Fermi. In 1944, Anderson went 
to Los Alamos, where he helped to deter-
mine the critical mass of uranium-235, in 
preparation for the first nuclear device test 
on July 16, 1945, in southern New Mexico. 
Anderson spent much of his career at the 
University of Chicago, but frequently 
visited Los Alamos in the post-war years. 

A 15th-generation descendant of the Ma-
haram of Padua, Fred Reines (1918-1998) 
was a culturally proud Jew who came 
to work in Richard Feynman’s group at 
Los Alamos in 1944. Unlike most of the 
scientists who worked at the laboratory 
during the Manhattan Project years, Reines 

he Katzenellenbogen fam-
ily originated in a town of 
similar name in Germany, 
and spread throughout 
Eastern and Central Eu-

rope between the 15th and 20th centuries. 
(The town name, Katzenelnbogen, means 
“cat’s elbow,“ but perhaps is actually derived 
from a combination of two words referring 
to a specific tribe in the mountains). Meir 
ben Isaac Katzenellenbogen, known as the 
Maharam (acronym of Morenu ha-Rav 
Meir — our teacher, the rabbi Meir) of 
Padua, was one of the greatest Italian rabbis 
of his time (c. 1480–1565), and headed the 
yeshiva in Padua. 

Descendants of the Maharam of Padua 
include many significant rabbinic figures of 
Ashkenazi Jewry, as well as numerous others 
who attained significance in the fields of 
literature, music, art, business, and poli-
tics over the past five centuries. Attorney 
and Jewish genealogical expert, E. Randol 
Schoenberg,refers to the Katzenellenbo-
gen descendants as “the very backbone of 
Ashkenazi Jewry in Eastern Europe — the 
lineages of rabbinic royalty.” The family 
name was considered so prestigious that 
men who married women members often 
adopted their wives’ last name. Many 
derivative forms of the name (e.g., Ellen-
bogen, Elbogen, Bogen, and Katzenelson) 
also exist, complicating genealogical stud-
ies, but meticulous records have been kept 
for hundreds of years. 

This family is perhaps the most thoroughly 
documented Jewish family ever, in part 
thanks to the efforts of Neil Rosenstein. For 
decades, Dr. Rosenstein conducted much 
archival and cemetery research, involving 
extensive travel and personal interviews, to 
produce his magnum opus. The Unbroken 
Chain1 outlines the common genealogical 
linkage of more than 600,000 Jews. Ac-
cording to Rosenstein, there is no other 
published source that is as massive and 
comprehensive, especially for the English-
speaking public.
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Rabbi Jack 
Shlachter

T
The Maharam himself was not only the 
nominal chief rabbi of Venice and a great 
authority on Talmudic and rabbinical mat-
ters, but he was disposed to be liberal in his 
decisions at a time when many rabbis were 
quite strict. One of his grandsons, Saul, a 
wealthy and politically influential Polish 
Jew, is sometimes known as Saul Wahl, 
where “Wahl” means Chosen One or Elect 
in the vernacular. Legend has it that when 
King Stephen Báthory of Poland died in 
1586, the Poles were divided between 
wishing to be ruled by the Zamoyski fam-
ily or the Zborowski family. Polish law 
at that time stated that the throne might 
not remain unoccupied for any length of 
time, and that in case electors could not 
agree upon a king, an outsider should be 
appointed temporary king. It was proposed 
that Saul Katzenellenbogen fill that role, 
and Wahl was elected to the office. Tradi-
tions disagree as to the length of his reign. 
Some state that he ruled one night only; 
others make it a few days.

Felix Mendelssohn, grandson of the great 
Jewish philosopher and theologian, Moses 
Mendelssohn, was not circumcised and 
in fact was baptized at age 7. Composer, 
pianist, organist, and conductor of the 
early Romantic period, as well as 10th-
generation descendant of the Maharam of 
Padua, Felix Mendelssohn was nevertheless 
proud of his Jewish ancestry.

Karl Marx, in contrast, was hostile toward 
Judaism, despite the fact that both his 
grandfathers were rabbis. Marx was remark-
ably ignorant of Jewish history and culture, 
perhaps because this 9th-great grandson 
of Saul Wahl was born after his family 
converted to Christianity, when an edict 
prohibited Jews from being advocates in 
the legal profession. 

Another famous descendant of the Maha-
ram of Padua, Helena Rubenstein, was a 
modern feminist. She moved from Poland 
to Australia in 1896, after refusing an ar-
ranged marriage. There, she recognized 
how harsh climate adversely affected 

From Cat’s Elbow to Neutrinos: A Genealogical Thread Tying the
Rhineland to Los Alamos (with a few detours)
by Rabbi Jack Shlachter

(continued on p. 9)



ach year, NMJHS re-
ceives nominations for 
the annual Hurst Award, 
which is named after Dr. 
Allan and Leona Hurst. 

The award was established to recognize 
an individual or 
organization that 
has contributed to 
and expanded our 
knowledge and ap-
preciation of New 
Mexico Jewish his-
tory. The recipient 
need not be Jewish 
to be considered. 
The first award was 
presented in 1998 
to Dr. Stanley M. 
Hordes, co-found-
e r  o f  NMJHS. 
From time to time, 
NMJHS recognizes co-recipients, which 
is the case for 2024. 

The Hurst Award committee is pleased 
to present the 2024 Hurst Award to both 
Dr. Stan Hordes and Dr. Dianne Layden. 
This year marks the first time the award 
has been presented more than once in its 
history, that being to Stan Hordes. 

The theme of the 2023 annual Fall Con-
ference was “History, Genealogy and 
Genetics: Unraveling the Present and 
Past”. Many of our presenters, including 
our two keynoters, Rob Martinez, New 
Mexico State Historian, and Bennett 
Greenspan, past owner of FamilyTree.
com, remarked on the trailblazing 
work in his research and writing about 
the crypto-Jewish community in New 
Mexico. His groundbreaking work has 
stimulated further research and writing, 
and it has encouraged personal journeys 
and discoveries of family history and 
genealogy. It became apparent to the 
Hurst Award committee that Stan’s 
longtime research deserved recognition 
once again. Dr. Hordes received his PhD 
from Tulane University.
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Dr. Dianne Layden is a longtime NMJHS 
member, former board member, and past 
editor of the NMJHS newsletter, Legacy. 
She has made numerous contributions 
in her research and writings on a wide 
variety of New Mexico Jewish history 

topics, including an-
alyzing hate crimes 
data,  both from 
within New Mexico 
and nationally. Dr. 
Layden also has been 
active in present-
ing her research at 
numerous profes-
sional organizations 
in the Southwest. 
In addition, she has 
been active in and 
received awards from 
the New Mexico 

Women’s Journalist 
organization. Dianne also has col-
laborated on a project on the Santa 
Fe Jewish Cemetery, resulting in an 
article published in Tablet Magazine. 
Dr. Layden received the 2023 NMJHS 
Research Fellowship to research and to 
write a pamphlet about the history and 
reacquisition of Temple Montefiore. The 
pamphlet will be available later this year. 
She received her PhD in American Stud-
ies from the University of New Mexico.

Previous recipients include:
Stanley M. Hordes, PhD, Walter Kahn, 
Henry Tobias, PhD, Melanie LaBorwit, 
Claire Grossman, Taos Jewish Center, 
Leah Kellogg, Rabbi Leonard A. Hel-

man, Noel Pugach, 
PhD, Abraham S.     
Chanin, PhD, Lance 
Bell, Dorothy Cor-
ner Amsden, Naomi 
Sandweiss, Sharon 
Niederman, Lisa Ka-
plan Witt, Marian 
Silver, Ron Duncan 
Hart,  PhD, Betsy 
Nordhaus Messeca, Harvey Buchalter, 
Kathryn Rubin, The Las Vegas Jewish 
Community, Paula Amar Schwartz, 
PhD, Linda A. Goff, PhD, Richard 
Melzer, PhD, Norma Libman, Isabelle 

Sandoval, EdD, Montefiore Cemetery 
Association, Pat Carlton, the Terr Fam-
ily, and the Jewish Community Council 
of Northern New Mexico. A

2024 Hurst Award Recipients
by Linda Goff

Linda Goff

E

Dr. Dianne Layden

Dr. Stanley Hordes

IN MEMORIAM 
Bertram Heil

Aug. 31, 1924 - Sept. 29, 2023

Mel Schwartz
Nov. 16, 1924 - March 10, 2024

Dorothy Corner Amsden
Marcelle Garfield Cady
Bernice Langner
Bette Myerson
Dan and Carol Pava
Roberta Scott
Rita Siegel
Haven Tobias

Thank You to
NMJHS Donors
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with careful consideration of the children, 
of continuing education for children and 
adults, and of living a joyful and fully 
Jewish life were foundational. 

Second (and closely related), what the 
Chavurah represented, particularly in its 
early years but even today, is a unique 
and significant departure from the tradi-
tional American Jewish experience.  Some 
of the innovations that the Chavurah 
pioneered, such as the full participation 
of women in religious services, have 
become more mainstream over the last 
50 years.  Other innovations, such as 
egalitarian-democratic decision-making, 
minimal organizational structure, a very 
low dues structure, and full participation 
of members, remain unusual in Jewish 
organizations.

Third, the nearly unanimous opinion of 
the members interviewed for this project 
is that the Chavurah has served as a close 
Jewish community and an extended fam-
ily for them and for their children, and 
that that role has been both significant 
and valuable. As one member said in his 

Chavurat Hamidbar (continued from p. 6)

interview, “the Chavurah became a sub-
stitute family, a meaningful family.” And, 
as a child who grew up in the Chavurah 
told us, the Chavurah adults “were sort 
of like extended parents too, in a way. I 
remember . . . in college, even making 
choices thinking, well, what would the 
Whites think?”

And, finally, the interviews underscore 
how critical the participatory nature of 
Chavurat Hamidbar has been to its suc-
cess and longevity. With no paid staff or 
clergy and no building, the Chavurah 
depends entirely upon the willingness of 
members to take responsibility for every 
aspect of Jewish communal life.  Chavurah 
members plan and lead services, organize 
holiday celebrations, teach children and 
adults, prepare students for their b’nai 
mitzvot, give Divrei Torah, arrange cem-
etery plots, host events in their homes, 
lead funerals, perform marriages, and 
support each other in life-cycle events. 
The reciprocal contributions and commit-
ments that Chavurah members have made 
to the life of the Chavurah have kept this 
small, lay-led Jewish community alive and 

vibrant for half a century. As one founding 
member told the interviewers, “Well, it 
may sound like a cliche, but it is coming 
from the heart. Thank you to everyone, 
without exception, for making the Cha-
vurah what it has been and what it is.”A

Barbara Cohen is the current President of 
Chavurat Hamidbar.

1 On this topic, there is a difference of 
recollection. Some early members recall 
that women were to be counted toward 
a minyan at the outset. Others recall a 
meeting in 1975 or 1976 at which it was 
decided, with some strong dissent, that 
women would be counted in the minyan. 
At approximately that time, the Chavurah 
began the practice of calling women and 
whole families to the bima for an aliya.
2 See written recollections and photos 
at https://www.chavurahabq.org/50th-
anniversary-2023. 
3 The University of Pennsylvania oral 
history recordings can be viewed here: 
https://repository.upenn.edu/jcchp_or-
alhistories/.

stayed on after the war. Following seven 
years of intensive involvement in bomb 
testing, Reines requested and was granted 
a sabbatical to pursue research on more 
fundamental physics. His goal: direct detec-
tion of the neutrino, a ghostlike subatomic 
particle postulated in 1930, but never 
before observed, and thought by some to 
be impossible to detect. Reines was bent on 
converting the neutrino, as he later phrased 
it, from a “poltergeist to a particle.”  Finally, 
after lengthy observations with what were 
for the time enormous detectors, he and 
Clyde Cowan were able to obtain definitive 
results in 1956, proving that the neutrino 
was no poltergeist. 

Reines had to wait four decades for the dis-
covery to be recognized by the Nobel Com-
mittee, and he had long since relocated to 
the newly built campus of the University 
of California, Irvine. He particularly rel-

ished giving a course for undergraduate 
nonscience majors there on the wonders 
of physics, which he titled Rainbows and 
Things. Nonetheless, Reines was the only 
scientist to date who won the Nobel Prize in 
Physics for work performed at the Los Ala-
mos National Laboratory. This prize is a fit-
ting tribute to one of the myriad members 
of the illustrious Katzenellenbogen family 
and ties New Mexico inextricably to 15th-
century Eastern and Central Europe. A

1The work first appeared as a single volume 
in 1976 and was republished in expanded 
format in two volumes in 1990. Rosen-
stein began working on a monumental 
multi-volume third edition in 2016. Thus 
far seven volumes have been printed in 
what is projected to be a 10-volume set. 
Each book averages about 700 pages with 
a 100-page index.

From Cat’s Elbow (continued from p. 7)
Jack Shlachter is a physicist who worked at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory for over 
thirty years with briefer stints at Brookhaven 
National Laboratory in New York, the 
Atomic Energy Agency, and the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty Organization, the latter 
two based in Vienna, Austria; he led both 
the Physics Division and Theoretical Divi-
sion during his LANL career. In parallel, 
Jack is an ordained rabbi who led the Jewish 
congregation in Los Alamos for many years, 
was the rabbi in Center Moriches, New York, 
during his years at Brookhaven, and now 
serves as rabbi of HaMakom, a congregation 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico as well as the Los 
Alamos Jewish Center. He has also provided 
itinerant rabbinic support to far-flung Jewish 
communities including those in Vienna, Aus-
tria;  Beijing, China; and Warsaw, Poland.
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Kim Grant is the former director of the 
Endangered Places Program for Colorado 
Preservation, Inc., a statewide nonprofit 
historic preservation organization.  He is a 
retired historian with over 40 years’ experi-
ence in state and local government service 
and nonprofit development and manage-
ment.  He is also a former high school 
social studies teacher with a passion for 
late 19th and early 20th century history.  
He formerly worked for the Kansas Main 
Street Program, Denver Public Library, 

Temple Aaron (continued from p. 3)

Lower Downtown 
District, Historic 
Denver, Inc, the City 
of Arvada, and CPI.  
Mr. Grant is a Kan-
sas native who has 
lived in Colorado for 
33 years and resides 
in Denver.

This spring issue features interesting ar-
ticles and important information about 
our upcoming programs. Mark your 
calendars for the following:

1. June 9, 1:00 – 3:30, NMJHS annual 
business meeting, followed by our guest 
speaker, Dr. Ron Duncan Hart. His 
topic will be “Crypto Jews: Intriguing 
Stories of Jewishness from the Inquisi-
tion in Cartagena, Colombia.” This will 
be an in-person event only.

2. October 25 – 27, 2024, annual Fall 
Conference in Las Vegas on the New 
Mexico Highlands University campus. 

President’s Column (continued from p. 2)

This year’s theme is “Building and 
Renewing Jewish Communities in 
New Mexico and Southern Colo-
rado.” 

By now, we hope everyone has re-
newed his/her/their membership, 
which is what supports and sustains 
NMJHS. New members are always 
welcome, and we encourage you 
to help us recruit and engage new 
members and friends, both in New 
Mexico and beyond. 

For those celebrating Passover, we 
wish you a happy holiday with fam-
ily and friends! A

Monasteriotes Synagogue, Thessaloniki, Greece.

Temple Aaron Sanctuary at NHL Dedication Ceremony.  
Photo by Neal Paul.
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Celebrating our Lifetime Members. Won’t you Join us?
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Future EventsMembership in NMJHS

For information contact the NMJHS 
office at 505-348-4471 or 
admin@nmjhs.org to request a 
membership brochure. Alternatively, 
you can download a membership ap-
plication from the NMJHS website,
www.NMJHS.org
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Annual Business Meeting and Speaker Program, Sunday, June 9, 2024, 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Speaker: Dr. Ron Duncan Hart. “Crypto-Jews: Intriguing Stories of Jewish-
ness from the Inquisition in Cartagena, Colombia”


