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Richard Skolnik: Making the World a Better Place

by Legacy Editorial Staff

boy from Dayton, Ohio,
took his first trip on an
airplane to the Philip-
pines in June 1966 as an
American Field Service
high school exchange student. This ex-

perience would shape the rest of his life.

Richard Skolnik was born in Chicago in
1949. His ancestors came to the United
States early for Jewish people, from
Pinsk on his father’s side and Galicia on
his mother’s side. Richard was fortunate
to know many of his relatives on his
mother’s side who “came from the old
country,” including his great-grand-
mother, who lived to be 103. Growing
up with them on the very Jewish North
Side of Chicago had a profound impact
on Richard’s mindset. This includes, of
course, ensuring that he gets a “Chicago
dog” whenever he visits Chicago.

Richard’s family moved to Dayton,
Ohio, when he was 10 years old, and he
continues to regard Dayton as “home.”
His family belonged to Temple Israel,
where he had his Bar Mitzvah and was
confirmed. He also remembers with great
affection engaging in many activities at
the Dayton JCC, including many limbo
contests.

In high school, Richard got involved in
student government and in a number of
social action programs aimed at trying
to help young people in marginalized
neighborhoods. He was captain of the
wrestling team, started playing the guitar,
and wrote and sang “protest songs.” Rich-
ard regards his approach to social justice
as having been heavily influenced by the
values of his extended and immediate
family and by Jewish values.

He had the first of a number of trans-
formative experiences when his family
hosted an exchange student from Chile
his junior year in high school. Richard
had never been beyond a small area in the
Midwest, and this encouraged him to ap-
ply to be an exchange student himself. In
the summer of 1966, Richard went to the
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Philippines and lived, as he says, “with
the greatest host family anyone could ever
imagine.” He remains extremely grateful
to the American Field Service for select-
ing him for the program and matching
him with this family. This was his second
major transformative experience.

From then on, Richard wanted to focus
his life on international development is-
sues, possibly with a focus on health or
medicine. Before it was common, Yale
had a number of programs that could
provide students with a range of interna-
tional experiences, and Richard applied
there as his first priority. Happily, at a
time when Yale was consciously seeking
“to bring Jews, Negroes, mid-westerners,
and public school graduates to the
university,” Richard was accepted and
became the first in his family to graduate
from college.

Yale was transformative for him in many
ways. He participated in an experimental
five-year program there and spent a year
between his second and third year in
college living with his exchange-student
family in Manilla and teaching biology
and general science at a small Protestant
high school. Back at Yale, Richard taught
in a number of compensatory education
programs for “inner-city” elementary
students.

Following graduation from Yale, he spent
the 1972 to 1974 school years teaching
English in Hong Kong, under a fellow-
ship from the Yale-China Association.
While there, Richard also taught in
rooftop schools and assisted a Hong
Kong councilor in providing outreach
services to marginalized members of
the community. He studied Cantonese
and Mandarin as well. At the end of his
stay Richard married a Chinese woman
from Hong Kong who later converted
to Judaism.

Richard’s path toward international de-
velopment work was further cemented

when he came back from Hong Kong
and completed a Master of Public Af-
fairs degree at the then Woodrow Wil-
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Presidents’ Column

he air is fresh, cooler
nights, turning leaves,
and pumpkin patches! In
New Mexico, the smell
of roasting Hatch Green
Chile! What's not to like?

Just around the corner is the NMJHS
Annual Fall Conference, October 25 —
27 in Las Vegas-that is NM, not NV!
“Building and Renewing Jewish Com-
munities in New Mexico and Southern
Colorado,” celebrates both Temple Mon-
tefiore, Las Vegas, and Temple Aaron,
Trinidad, Colorado.

The theme this year was selected to
honor the reacquisition of Temple
Montefiore in 2023 and Temple Aaron’s
recognition on the National Register of
Historic Places, awarded by the National
Park Service in 2023.

Both were founded within one year of
each other, Temple Aaron in 1883 and
Temple Montefiore in 1884, and as
institutions, helped build and became
a backbone of their respective commu-
nities. Jews were prominent business,
social, and civic leaders, and in many
respects became synonymous with the
names Las Vegas and Trinidad. Often it
was either extended family members or
close friends of the family who rose to
prominence in Las Vegas and Trinidad.

At one point in time, those two Jewish
communities diminished in number and
congregation membership dwindled and

closed. Temple Montefiore was acquired
by the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and the

Sharing Your Family History

NMJHS continues to collect New
Mexico Jewish family histories
through oral interviews to share
with the public and preserve in the
New Mexico State Archives.

If you are interested in participat-
ing, contact the NMJHS office:

5520 Wyoming Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505-348-4471, admin@nmjhs.org

versity campus until

Vegas community
and beyond the op- NMJHS Co-president

building became the
Newman Center on

the Highlands Uni-

2023. The archdio-
cese, needing to raise

funds, offered the Las

portunity to purchase ~ Linda Goll

the property. In 30
days, the financial
goal was reached, and
Temple Montefiore
returned to Jewish
community owner-

ship. No small feat!

Temple Aaron re- NMJHS Co-president

mained in “Jewish Naomi Sandweiss-
ownership,” but the Willie

building nearly was sold because of
much-needed structural repairs. Anoth-
er fundraising campaign was launched
and enough money raised to keep the
building in Jewish hands. Services are

still held on an occasional basis.

Thus, the conference theme, “building
and renewing,” is a celebration not only
of the past but also the future of both
communities as well as Jewish com-
munities in New Mexico and southern

Colorado.

Join us in person or via Zoom to hear
both the reflections and stories of com-

munity members. £x
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Richard Skolnik (continued from p. 1)

and professional development there
were greatly influenced by one of the
great economists of human resources,
Frederick Harbison.

Richard joined the World Bank right
out of graduate school and enjoyed a 25-
year career there. He “retired” at 50 as
the Director for Health, Nutrition, and
Population for South Asia. While at the
World Bank, he had worked largely on
education in West Africa and South Asia
and health in South Asia. The education
work focused on primary schooling for
poor, rural children, especially girls. His
health work focused on maternal health,
child health, and the control of infec-
tious diseases, including leprosy, HIV,
polio, and tuberculosis. Richard remains
extremely grateful for the opportunity
to have worked on these issues, largely
under wonderful mentors of exceptional
competence and commitment.

He “retooled” largely into a global
health educator when he left the World
Bank, teaching eight years at The
George Washington University and
six years at Yale. He also wrote the first
comprehensive introduction to global
health for undergrads, which is going
into its fifth edition, and is the instruc-
tor for a Yale online course, “Essentials
of Global Health.” Richard continues
to take great pride in the accomplish-
ments of his former students and only
asks “that they give him full credit for
all of their important contributions to
making the world a better place.” He
continues to have an appointment in
the Yale School of Public Health, gives
lots of “guest lectures” both domestically
and abroad, and advises large numbers
of Yale students.

After leaving the World Bank, Richard
continued to be involved in global
health work broadly. He served as the
Executive Director of a Harvard AIDS
treatment program for three countries
in Africa, led evaluations of the world
Leprosy Alliance and of an AIDS vac-

cine effort, and was a member of World
Health Organization Task Forces on
tuberculosis.

Since moving to Los Alamos six years
ago to follow two of his four grand-
children, Richard has largely become
a “community health activist,” when
he is not deeply involved in being a
grandfather. He has written countless
articles locally on public health matters
and supported the schools’ efforts to
deal with COVID and more. He has
advocated for and written regularly on
measures to enhance the governance of
public health matters in Los Alamos
and in New Mexico. He is a member of
the Los Alamos Jewish Center, where
he chairs the Social Action Committee.
He is on the core team of an Interfaith
Coalition on Homelessness that is try-
ing to be helpful to addressing this issue
in Espafola. He is also working with a
coalition to address the harms of alcohol
in New Mexico.

Richard and his wife, Sophia, have two
children: Rachel, who lives just up the
street from them in White Rock, and
Aaron, who lives in Phoenix. Rachel has
a 9-year-old daughter and a 13-year-old
son, and Aaron has two boys, 5 and 8.
Rachel is also a global health specialist
who is involved in local public health
matters; Aaron is a physician at the
Mayo Clinic in Scottsdale. Richard
and Sophia happily spend enormous
amounts of time with their children
and grandchildren and worry if their
daughter does not call them at least 10
times a day and their son does not call
at least on the way to and from work.
Sophia, now retired from everything
except being a grandmother, had a 28-
year career as a preschool and Hebrew
teacher at the Northern Virginia Hebrew
Congregation in Reston, Virginia.

Richard believes that, consistent with
Jewish values, our goal as people with
opportunity must be “to help every in-
dividual, in the fairest possible way, to be

all that they can be.” He has benefited
greatly in his efforts to do this from the
encouragement of family, the values
embodied by Judaism and a number of
Jewish institutions, wonderful mentors,
and some profoundly transformative
experiences. He wishes that all young
people could have the same wonderful
opportunities that he had, and that they
devote an important part of their lives
to “making the world a much better

place.” %

JEWISH

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
OF NEW MEXICO

Enhancing Community. Giving your Way.
L'CHAIM NEW MEXICO!

N www.jcfnm.org 505.348.4472 7

Chevra Kadisha hotline:
505-395-6627
https://jccnnm.org

Serving the needs of Northern New
Mexico’s Jewish community with sup-
port and education on Jewish burial
and Chevra Kadisha practices.

Looking to the Past
Acting for the Future

Since 1980, TIHS has been an
advocate for collecting,
sharing, and archiving Texas
Jewish history... and more.

Learn about NMJHS' neighboring friends at

www.txjhs.org

JUDAISM FOR ALL
SINCE 2002
Open to all who wish to participate
in experiences that reflect and
incorporate lewish ethics, culture
and observances
A - Your Jewish home in Taos -
i

taosjewishcenter.org * ic@newmex.com [/ @taosjewishcenter
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Safely home.

Thinking of buying or selling?
Call me. It's never too early to talk.
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ﬁ_’ TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Many Voices, One Community

A Welcoming, Inclusive Community
Celebrating Reform Judaism
205 East Barcelona Road

Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87505

www.sftbs.org 505.982.1376

NMHIM

MNew Mexico Holocaust & Intolerance Museum

LOCATION: 616 Central Avenue SW Albuquerque NM 87102
nalL: PO Box 1762 Albuquerque NM 87103-1762

PHOMNE: (505) 247-0606

EMAIL: info@nmholocaustmuseum.org

WEBSITE: nmholocaustmuseum.org

Sarﬂ:a Fe %%ﬁ
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Festival =SNG
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www.SantaFeJFF.org | 505.216.0672

ZAPLIN| LAMPERT GALLERY

RICHARD LAMPERT

651 Canyon Road
Santa Fe, New Mexico | 87501 | 505.982.6100
richard@zaplinlampert.com | www.zaplinlampert.com

Being Jewish where Being Jewish Wasn't Common...

by Julie A. Seton, Ph.D.

eing Jewish in New Mexi-
co has been a challenging
journey with few but
growing Jewish opportu-
nities across the state. My
journey began in 1968 in Santa Fe under
a shroud of family secrecy, as my mother
didn’t want my grandmother to know
we had joined Temple Beth Shalom.
The presentation I will give at the 2024
New Mexico Jewish History conference
will talk about my family’s generations of
Jews who, individually, made conscious
decisions about stepping up or stepping
back as Jews.

The catalyst for our Jewish identity
stems from my mother, Dee (born Beu-
lah) Seton Barber. She was the adopted
daughter of Ernest Thompson Seton and
Julia Moss Seton. Julia was born Jewish
in 1889. Then named Julia Moses was
the oldest of seven children in New York
where there was widespread antisemi-
tism. After graduating from Hunter Col-
lege with degrees in drama and classics,
she took her first teaching job in Harlem
under the name Julia Moss, shielding her
Jewish heritage. She never returned to Ju-
daism. She worked for Ernest Thompson
Seton as his personal assistant for nearly
20 years before they married in 1935
in El Paso, Texas. Three years later, the
couple adopted my mother at birth when
Ernest was 78 years old, and when Julie
was 48 years old.

My biological grandmother, Ginger,
was born into a Jewish family living in
El Paso, Texas. At 18, she was dating a
soldier stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas. He
wasn't Jewish, and he was deployed nine
months before my mother was born.
I am certain he did not know he had
fathered a child. An agency coordinated
an adoption and four months before
the birth, Ginger was sent to Santa Fe
to have the baby. She stayed in contact
with her first child throughout her life.

The family relation was kept a secret from

Ginger’s later Jewish
family uncil 1981,
when she participated |3
in my first wedding as
my grandmother. My |?
mother, Dee, knew | 5
she had Jewish heri- b,
tage originating from Julie A Seton, Ph.D.

—

Hungary.

Dee was brilliant and determined. Every
task she took on was “all in.” Belonging
to the Jewish community was no differ-
ent. She decided to raise her children in
the Jewish faith in 1968. Her only fear
was that her non-Jewish husband, Dale,
might object.

By 1971, Dee had served a year as Sister-
hood president, two years as a substitute
Sunday school teacher, and finished a
term as Oneg hostess. She served on the
board of directors for three years and
as the bookkeeper for several years. She
hand-embroidered beautiful Torah cov-
ers for Temple Beth Shalom. She was
Congregant of the Year in 1985. Outside
the Temple, she opened our home at
holidays to non-Jewish friends and their
friends. One year, there were 40 people
at the table!

My siblings and I attended religious and
Hebrew school at Temple Beth Shalom
in Santa Fe. We frequently attended
Friday night services. I remember sitting
near the wall, the fifth or sixth row from
the front, in the hot velvet folding seats,
listening carefully to the readers and try-
ing to follow along in the Union Prayer
Book. The cadence of the prayers remains
with me to this day. After services, we
would race downstairs to get out of the
stifling heat of the sanctuary. In 1974,
Rabbi Helman had just come to Santa
Fe, the year I was to start my Bat Mitzvah
training. I wasn’t comfortable with him
and chose not to have a Bat Mitzvah.

(continued on p. 7)
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From Cartagena to Santa Fe: the Saga of Don
Bernardo Lépez de Mendizibal and Dona Te-

resa Aguilera y Roche

by Ron Duncan Hart

ona Teresa Aguilera y
Roche, the only woman
arrested for Judaizing by
the Inquisition in New
Mexico, was the daughter
of Field Marshal Melchor de Aguilera,
a Spanish diplomat and military com-
mander. She was born in Alessandria,
Italy, and spent much of her early life
in Italy and France, where her father
was stationed. The Dutch invaded and
conquered Brazil in 1630, defeating the
Portuguese and occupying Recife and
the Pernambuco hinterland, rich in sugar
plantations. The Spanish feared losing
their own rich colonies in the Americas,
especially Cartagena, their largest and
richest South American port. In response,
they decided to strengthen the existing
fortifications in Cartagena, and Field
Marshal Melchor de Aguilera was named
the military governor of that port city
(1638-1641) to carry out the expansion.
He came to Cartagena accompanied
by his daughter, Dofia Teresa Aguilera
y Roche, a young woman of marriage-
able age. She met Bernardo Lépez de
Mendizdbal, a military officer assigned
to the fort, and they became engaged
and were married. They would eventu-
ally become one of the most compelling
stories from the Spanish colonial period
in New Mexico.

Lépez de Mendizdbal was born in a small
town outside of Puebla, Mexico. His
father was a military officer of Basque
descent, and his mother was the grand-
daughter of a converso, who had been
arrested by the Spanish Inquisition for
observing Jewish practices. Lépez had
studied with the Jesuits in Puebla before
attending the university in Mexico City.
After assignments in Colombia and
Cuba, he was transferred to his native
Mexico, serving in various positions,
including mayor of a regional town,

and eventually being
named governor of the
New Mexico territory [

in 1659.

During Don Bernar-
do’s tenure as governor,
he was repeatedly in
conflict with the Fran-

Ron Duncan Hart

ciscan priests, who oversaw the Church
in New Mexico. He prohibited them
from forcing the local Pueblo people to
work on Church projects without paying
them. He also defended the right of the
Pueblo people to do traditional religious
dances, which he and his wife sometimes
attended, even though the Church had
prohibited native religious practices for
decades. He accused the priests of sexual
practices, and his conflict with the local
clergy included sporadic attendance at
mass and confession. The hostility be-
came so intense that the Franciscans de-
clared at one point they were leaving New
Mexico, a threat they never carried out.

When Lépez de Mendizébal began as
governor, he held the former governor,
Juan Manso de Contreras, prisoner, be-
ginning a long conflict between the two.
When Lépez eventually released Manso,
he returned to Mexico City and began a
campaign against the governor. Lépez
gained a reputation for abuse of power
and fraudulent financial actions, either
real or created by his enemies. In 1661,
he was replaced as governor by Diego de
Penalosa, who demanded forfeiture of
the properties and financial wealth that
he had accumulated as governor, but
Lépez refused. He was then accused of
misconduct in office and abuse of power
for financial gain.

That same year, Manso returned to Santa
Fe as the alguacil mayor (high sheriff),

(continued on p. 6)

TEMPLE AARON
Trinidad, Colorado

Please contact our website for
future events and activities in 2024:
www.templeaaron.org

info@templeaaron.org
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Unaffiliated congregation
2400 Canyon Rd., Los Alamos NM 87544
505-662-2140 * president@lajc.org
www.lajc.org

The Place

Progressive Judaism

HaMakom

For Passionate and

Musical Shabbat and Holiday services
featuring a blend of Renewal
and Conservative traditions
www.hamakomtheplace.org
505-992-1905

HISTORIC

Msuoendlt
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Fraserning Albugquargue’s past for the future

We are proud to be an integral part of the
Albuquerque Jewish Community.

5520 Wyoming Blvd NE,
Albuquerque, NM 87109

505-332-0565 jecabq.org

To The
Herzstein Memorial Museum
Union County Historical Society

WHERE HISTORY COMES T0 LIFE!
22 So. 2nd Street
P.O.Box 75 575-374-2977

Clayton, NM www.hertzsteinmuseum.com

“We are the house of hope”

2230 Old Pecos Trail, Phone: 505-820-2991
Santa Fe, NM 87505 www.Beittikvasantafe.org

From Cartagena to Santa Fe (continued from p. 5)

and he was in charge of arresting people
for the Inquisition. Since the Spanish
Inquisition was a Crown institution,
not a Catholic Church institution, it was
used on occasion for political purposes
such as this one. Adding weight to the
previous charges, Lépez was accused of
Judaizing.

When Lépez and his wife, Dona Teresa,
were formally charged with Jewish prac-
tices, Lopez was arrested first, and Dofa
Teresa received word that she would be
next. Her dramatic nighttime arrest in
the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe
was filled with political intrigue, as de-
scribed by anthropologist Frances Levine
in her book Do7ia Teresa Confronts the
Spanish Inquisition. She invited her
two best women friends to stay with
her in the Palace of the Governors, as
she awaited her fate. The sheriff's men
arrived in the early hours of pre-dawn
to take her into custody in the name of
the Inquisition. She and her husband
were initially held in a detention facil-
ity in Santo Domingo Pueblo, south of
Santa Fe.

Then, Don Bernardo and Dona Teresa
were taken on the months-long trek in
a cart along the Camino Real to Mexico
City to stand trial. They were displayed
in towns and villages along the way as
examples of what could happen if one
were arrested by the Inquisition for
Judaizing. The trip across the deserts of
Mexico along rough roads and trails took
their toll. The conditions of travel were
so precarious that Dofa Teresa’s maids
died en route, and the governor became
ill and eventually died in Mexico City
in the Inquisition jail before complet-
ing the trial. He was later absolved en
absentia.

Dona Teresa did have a trial that lasted
two years, and the accusations against
her ranged from drinking chocolate and
eating meat on Holy Friday, to bathing
and changing to clean clothes for the

weekend and reading novels in a for-
eign language. Drinking chocolate on
Holy Friday was seen as an indulgence
that disregarded the sanctity of Good
Friday, indicating that she was not a
good Catholic. Bathing and changing
clothes on Friday were considered
to be Jewish practices, preparing for
Shabbat on Saturday. Spanish was
considered to be the Christian lan-
guage, so reading a book in a foreign
language was a suggestion that she was
reading material that was not Catho-
lic. Dofa Teresa was cosmopolitan
and multilingual, and the servants in
Santa Fe, who made these accusations
against her, seemed not to understand
her foreign ways, from growing up in
Italy and France.

On trial before the Inquisition, Dona
Teresa faced thirty charges of alleged
Jewish practice. She made a strong
defense of her innocence. Eventually
the charges against her were put into
abeyance, and she was released from
the Inquisition jail. Her Catholic
background, fluency in Latin, and
knowledge of Catholic prayers by
memory were in her favor. Her Catho-
lic practices could be traced to her
maternal grandfather John Roach, an
Irish Catholic, who had migrated from
Ireland to Spain because it was more
Catholic. She seems to have convinced
the Inquisitors that she was a literate,
educated Catholic although she was
lax in her practice. The suspicions
about her behavior meant that she
would not be absolved, but neither
could they convict her.

When a person was arrested by the In-
quisition, their goods were confiscated
and used to pay for their cost of living
while in the Inquisition jail. In the
case of Dona Teresa, she was charged
4,000 pesos for her cost of living for
the two years she was in jail. One of
the curiosities about her bills for food

(continued on p. 7)

PAGE 6




NEW MEXICO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Being Jewish (continued from p. 4)
I worked at the Temple as a student aide
and kindergarten teacher before moving
to Las Cruces for college. I got con-
nected to the small Jewish community,
but Temple Beth El Synagogue was miles
from my dorm at the university. I often
relied on Rabbi Joseph Klein and his
lovely wife, Rose, for transportation. I
began teaching Sunday school in August
1979. At the time, the New Mexico State
University’s yearbook was called “The
Swastika.” I was part of the Hillel group
that banished the name and the symbol
from representing the school.

When my non-Jewish boyfriend pro-
posed to me and agreed to a Jewish
wedding. Rabbi Leonard Helman was
the only rabbi in New Mexico who would
perform the service, but we had to agree
to stay married for 25 years and raise our

children as Jews. Once we had kids, they
were raised as Jews and still identify with
Judaism today.

Spending 20 years as a religious school-
teacher, then two years as the school
principal in Las Cruces, my children were
raised in a solid Reform Jewish house-
hold. In addition to teaching, I wrote
many plays for the religious school. Two
productions were performed publicly
for the Las Cruces community. I also
developed and performed reader’s theatre
presentations for Yom Kippur afternoon
by request from Rabbi Jerry Kane.

My son had his Bar Mitzvah under the
tutelage of Rabbi Cy Stanway, who left
Las Cruces soon after. In college, my son
took two trips to Israel. He has lived in

places where his was the only Jewish fam-
ily around. Now his children take online
Hebrew classes.

My daughter was in the same predica-
ment that I had been in — having a new
rabbi come to the congregation the year
she was starting Bat Mitzvah training. 1
cajoled her into completing her studies
and Rabbi Kane appealed to her artistic
ability by asking her to illustrate the
weeks’ Torah portions for the year. Her
Bat Mitzvah was wonderful. She loves
traditions and Jewish foods but doesn’t
believe in an Almighty being.

There are more details to these stories and
how we maintain our individual levels
of Jewish identity that will be told at the

upcoming conference.®

From Cartagena to Santa Fe (continued from p. 6)

were the eight pounds of chocolate
she would order monthly along with
knitting supplies and writing material.
While it seems impossible to eat or drink
that much chocolate each month, Fran
Levine thinks that she might have been
using it to bribe the guards for other
needs. If a person was acquitted of the
charges against them, their remaining
goods would be returned to them, but
if a person were convicted, their goods
became property of the Inquisition.

The case against Dofa Teresa was sus-
pended. Since she was not acquitted, her
money and property were not returned.
She fought the rest of her life to have her
name cleared, on the one hand, and for
the return of her wealth, on the other.
The refusal to exonerate her left her
family under a cloud of suspicion. The
Inquisition kept records of those who
were convicted or who had open cases
against them, and that information was
attached to the files of their relatives.
That made family members people of
record in case they were ever to fall under
suspicion for un-Catholic behaviors.

Governor Don Bernardo, Dofia Teresa,
and four of the governor’s advisors were
arrested together. Their six cases of
alleged Jewish practice were the only
ones from New Mexico brought before
the Inquisition. The Pueblo Revolt a
few years later in 1680 significantly
reduced the power of the Spanish and

the Church in New Mexico. Then, in
1700, the Bourbon dynasty succeeded
to the Spanish Crown under Philip V,
bringing more liberal French values
and curtailing the power of the Spanish
Inquisition. There were no more arrests

for Judaizing in New Mexico.%

Thank You Fall Conference Donors

Dorothy Amsden

Pat Carlton

Beverly Cooper

Ann D. & Harold A. Davis
Sandra & David Dietz
Bonnie Ellinger

Halley Faust & Eve Cohen
Bette Evans

Doris Francis

Bill & Margrethe Feldman
Debra Wechter Friedman
Robert Gale

Ben Goff

Linda & Ed Goff

Marcia & Paul Greenbaum
Stan & Helen Hordes

Jeff & Cherri Hudson-Brown
Michael Keslin

Marge Lazar

Sandra Levine

Norma Libman

Anne McCormick

Karen Milstein

Jennie Negin

Carol & Dan Pava

Erika Rimson & David Bernstein
Janet Saiers

Naomi Sandweiss-Willie

Pat Shapiro

Richard Skolnik

Marcia Torobin

Institute for Tolerance Studies

Jewish Community Center of Greater Albuquerque
Jewish Community Council of Northern New Mexico
New Mexico Holocaust & Intolerance Museum
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ANNUAL BUSINESS

MEETING &
SPEAKER PROGRAM

JEWISH NM
THE HISTORY MILITARY THE SPANISH
OF FLAMENCO HISTORY INQUISITION IN NM
Nicolasa Chavez . . Rob Martinez
NM Deputy State MAcMISandivelss NM State Historian
Historian NMIHS Co-President
by Zoom by Zoom In person only

FEB 11, 7:00 APRIL 8, 7:00 JUNE 8
oils P-m. g A0 Meeting @ 1 p.m.

Courtesy of the NM Presentation @ 2 p.m.
Humanities Council

Speakers Bureau JCC of Albuquerque
5520 Wyoming NE

admin@nmjhs.org/505-348-4471

www.nmjhs.org
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Planetary Science Institute’s William Feldman Awarded 2023
Shoemaker Distinguished Scientist Medal

News Release from the Planetary Science Institute - July 18, 2023

illiam (Bill) Feldman | plasma data,” SSERVT cita- [
has been awarded the | tion said.
2023 Eugene Shoemaker
Distinguished Scientist | Dr. Feldman has worked with
Medal, a lifetime achieve- | NASA on many projects, and
ment award given to a scientist who has | has been much-honored in his
significantly contributed to our under- | career. He received recogni- |}
standing of the Moon and other small | tion from the International
bodies in our Solar System. Astronomical Union by hav-

ing an asteroid named after
Feldman, a Senior Scientist Emeritus | him.
at the Planetary Science Institute (PSI),
was cited for significant scientific con- | The Shoemaker award is o -
tributions throughout the course of his | named after American geolo- [F¥8 ’} )‘ ¥
career, according to NASA’s Solar System | gist, and one of the founders = R
> & . Y. 8ISt Planetary Science Institute CEO/Director Mark Sykes presents
Exploration Research Virtual Institute | of planetary science, Eugene Bill Feldman with the 2023 Eugene Shoemaker Distinguished

(SSERVI), the group that selects the | Shoemaker (1928-1997).% Scientist Medal. Credit: Alan Fischer/PSL.
award winner.

. fod i SEEKING SPEAKERS FOR
I cannot find the proper words to de- ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL

scribe the thanks I owe to all of my col-
leagues that I worked with over the years 2026 marks the 100th birthday of Route 66. To celebrate the year

of the Mother Road, we are putting together a speaker series for

who made our science achievements not only the citizens of the Middle Rio Grande area, but national
possible,” said Feldman, who joined PSI and international visitors. This series will be offered at multiple
. « locations in the general Albuquerque metro area on the 4th
in 2005. “The Shoemaker medal th . :

005 . C‘S oemake edal that we Saturday of each month in 2026, except December. Each speaker
have received is as much owned by them will rotate monthly to a different site in the Albuquerque
as by me.” metropolitan area (to include Bernalillo, Tijeras, and Los Lunas),

giving his/her presentation. This rotation will allow us to share your research with multiple
communities in central New Mexico. Schedules will be adjusted to fit the speaker’s availability.

“Dr. Feldman earned a B.S. in Physics

from MIT, a Ph.D. in Physics from Presentation topics (nonfiction) can range from New Mexico's unique Route 66 history to
historical events that happened along the route, and people or places impacted by the Mother

Stanford, and was a staff member at Los Road. Possible ideas could be, but not limited to: “History of NM gas stations (1926 to 1985)”,

Alamos National Laboratory before join- “NM Dairies on Rt. 66, “Italians and their businesses on the Road,” “El Camino Real: The

ing PSI. His areas of expertise include original Route 66,” and “The impact of the railroad and Rt. 66 on Laguna Pueblo.”

neutron detectors, spectroscopy, remote To volunteer to be a presenter (no stipend available), please submit to Rt66NM100(@gmail.com

sensing, and space-based Observing, It no later than Friday, January 31, 2025 the title and description of your talk, your email address,

. home address and cell phone number, a brief bio (which could be used to introduce you), and the
is hard to overstate the effe“. that Dr. months you are available on the 4th Saturdays in 2026. (You may submit multiple ideas.) The
Feldman has had on lunar science and talk should be 45-60 minutes long with

planetary science as a whole; in addi- _ visuals in a PowerPoint presentation and
. . . . ! ' completed by November 1, 2025. If you
tion to contrlbutmg to the dlSCOVCI‘y ' ® _need help with PowerPoint, assistance can
of water in the lunar polar regions, he (@ be provided. Preference will be given to
nearly singlehandedly founded the field nonfiction topics pertaining to New Mexico
£ ol d & history and Route 66 (the 1926-1936 route
of planetary neutron spectroscopy an o : P> and/or the 1937-1985 route). For questions,
pioneered X-ray, gamma-ray and neutron ® wwr’ Row 1oV |*E please contact Rt66NM100@gmail.com .
spectroscopic techniques. He has more ' ;
than 20 years’ experience in the analysis
and interpretation of planetary albedo
neutrf)n da.ta’ and mor‘e thar? 40 years Albuquerque Historical Society
experience in the analysis and interpreta- i PP, ST East Mountain Historical Society
tion of solar wind and magnetospheric Historic Albuquerque Inc.

¥

@

" Please help us celebrate the Route 66
centennial and share our area’s fascinating
history! Submit your ideas today!

PAGE 9



LEGACY, VOLUME 38, NUMBER 3, FALL 2024

NEW MEXICO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Dr. Allan and Leona Hurst Award

NOMINATION FORM for 20235

The Hurst Award is given to the person, persons, or organization who has contributed to New
Mexico Jewish history, culture, and community over a substantial period of time. In keeping
with the non-sectarian nature of the New Mexico Jewish Historical Society, the recipient of this
award does not have to be Jewish.

A committee of at least three board members shall choose the recipient from nominations by the
board and general membership. The Hurst Award is presented at the Annual Membership

Meeting of the Society in the spring of each year.

Documentation of the nominee’s contribution to New Mexico Jewish history, culture and
community over a substantial period of time must accompany your nomination.

Write your comments below or on the back of form or use additional paper and mail it to:
NMIJHS Hurst Award Nomination, 5520 Wyoming Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109.

Please send in your nomination by February 4, 2025.

Name of Nominee

Address

Phone number

Supporting comments:

Nominated by: Phone:
Address:

Previous recipients are: Stanley M. Hordes, PhD, Walter Kahn, Henry Tobias, PhD, Melanie LaBorwit, Claire
Grossman, Taos Jewish Center, Leah Kellogg, Rabbi Leonard A. Helman, Noel Pugach, Ph.D., Abraham S.
Chanin, Ph.D_, Lance Bell, Dorothy Cormer Amsden, Naomi Sandweiss, Sharon Niederman, Lisa Kaplan Witt,
Marian Silver, Ron Duncan Hart, Ph.D., Betsy Nordhaus Messeca, Harvey Buchalter, Kathryn Rubin, The Las
Vegas Jewish Community, Paula Amar Schwartz, Ph.D., Linda A. Goff, Ph.D., Richard Melzer, Ph.D., Norma
Libman, Isabelle Sandoval, Montefiore Cemetery Association, Pat Carlton, Dianne Layden, Ph.D., and Stanley M.
Hordes, Ph.D (second award) (9/27/2024)

PAGE 10



NEW MEXICO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2025 New Mexico Jewish History Research Fellowship

Call for Applications
N s o Deadline for Applications: December 15, 2024
_ o

Who may apply?
» For this grant cycle, the New Mexico Jewish Historical Society is funding one grant for a
scholar pursuing research on the Jewish history of New Mexico

« Applicants enrolled in an accredited college or university and conducting research
toward a graduate degree at that institution; or

» Applicants with a graduate degree in any field or discipline from an accredited

college or university; or

« Independent scholars recognized as authorities in any field or discipline that advances an
understanding and appreciation of New Mexico Jewish history. Independent scholars
would include individuals such as community historians, etc., regardless of academic
credentials.

How do I Apply?

The application is composed of four parts:

1. A cover letter detailing your eligibility, research project, and time frame of project.

2. An abstract, not exceeding 300 words describing the topic of the proposed research

and summarizing its purpose and objectives.

3. A research proposal, not exceeding six pages in length. The proposal should describe what
you intend to accomplish during the fellowship period and what New Mexico archives and
other research materials you plan to use.

4. A current curriculum vitae that does not exceed four pages. The heading should

clearly include your full name and residential address, a telephone number and e-mail
address where you may be easily reached. Academic and work experience should also

be included.

Applications must arrive at the New Mexico Jewish Historical Society no

later than 5:00 p.m. MST on December 15, 2024.

Mail to:

NMJHS

5520 Wyoming Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, N.M. 87109
E-mail: admin@nmjhs.org

For more information and post award requirements, please contact:

Dr. Linda A. Goff
President, NMJHS
lagoff@hotmail.com
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Membership in NMJHS

office at 505-348-4471 or

admin@nmjhs.org to request a

For information contact the NMJHS

membership brochure. Alternatively,
you can download a membership ap-
plication from the NMJHS website,

www.NMJHS.org

Future Events

February 11, 2025, 7:00 p.m. MST, via Zoom “The History of Flamenco”
Speaker: Nicolasa Chavez Deputy State Historian of New Mexico
Courtesy of the New Mexico Humanities Council Chataqua Program

April 2, 2025, 7:00 p.m. MDT via Zoom “Jews at Camp Cody, a World
War I Training Camp in Southern New Mexico.” Speaker Naomi Sandweiss-
Willie

June 8, 2025, 1:00 p.m. MDT in-person only. NMJHS Annual Business
Meeting & Speaker Program, The Jewish Community Center of Albuquer-
que, Speaker: Rob Martinez, State Historian of New Mexico, “The Spanish
Inquisition in New Mexico”
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