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NMJHS Celebrates Release of Seminal Booklets on 13 Pioneer Jewish Families:
March 5th Reception at Jewish Community Center
by Jane Blume and Lisa Witt
n Sunday, March 5th, we
celebrated and presented
the results of an unprecedented four-year study of
the untold role of Jewish
Pioneers in the development of the multi-ethnic State of New
Mexico from 1850 to 1920. Thirteen booklets that relate the stories of these pioneer
families were unveiled and made available for
purchase. Approximately 150 people,
including many Jewish Pioneer descendants,
joined us at the Ronald Gardenswartz Jewish Community Center.

O

This groundbreaking work, a joint effort of
the NMJHS and the University of New
Mexico History Department and Center for
Regional Studies, began in 2002 with 11
volunteers assigned to research thirteen New
Mexico pioneer families. In addition to releasing the booklets, the NMJHS honored
the work of these dedicated volunteers.
“I am thrilled to see the completion of this
lengthy study,” said Project Director Lisa
Witt, owner of Avista Video Histories. Since
I have a personal and professional interest in
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helping people preserve their family stories, it
was so gratifying and fascinating to uncover
information about people who played such an

Mexico; and they were willing to make a representative available to serve as a liaison to the
project team.

Before starting their assignments,
the volunteers received about 25
hours of training over an 8-week
period from UNM Professors
Noel Pugach and Durwood Ball;
Jewish Pioneer scholar Henry J.
Tobias; Rose Diaz, Program Manager, UNM Libraries, Political Archives; and Lisa Witt. The subjects
covered in the training included
New Mexico, American Jewish
Jewish Pioneer Volunteer Group Honored March 5th(L toR): Naomi
Sandweiss, Peter Tannen, Project Director Lisa Witt, President, Avista and New Mexico Jewish history,
Video Histories, Paula Steinberg, Gail Jamin, Richard Deutsch, Paula and methods of doing historical
Schwartz, Barbara Weinbaum, Vivian Skadron and Anita Miller research and conducting inter(Not pictured Steven P. Kesselman). Photo by Susan Johnson.
views. Archivist Judy Basen
Weinreb developed the initial concept and
enormous part in the history of New Mexico.
grant proposals (with Lisa Witt) and guided
These are stories most people don’t know
the archival part of the project.
about, even people in the Jewish community.”
Accompanied by professional videographers
from Avista Video Histories, project volunteers
interviewed almost three-dozen second and

JEWISH PIONEER BOOKLETS
FOR SALE
To order any, or all, of the 13 booklets compiled
on the “Pioneer Jews of New Mexico”, contact the
New Mexico Jewish Historical Society at 505-3484471 or nmjhs@jewishnewmexico.org. The booklets are fascinating to read and are also a fundraiser
for the NMJHS which enables the Society to pursue further work on Pioneer Jewish Families.

third generation members of the Seligman,
Ilfeld-Nordhaus, Herzstein, Goldsmith, Ravel,
Taichert, Spiegelberg, Wertheim (both
Carlsbad and Ft. Sumner), FreudenthalLesinsky-Solomon, Gusdorf, Danoff, and
Moise families.

The taped interviews, transcripts, digitized
photographs, booklets and booklet templates
will be made available to researchers at the New
Mexico State Records Center and Archives
(NMJHS Collection) and at the UNM Center
for Southwest Research. Booklet sets will also
be distributed to other libraries, museums and
archives having an interest in the Jewish Pioneer topic throughout New Mexico and na-
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Message From The President
by Lance Bell
he New Mexico Jewish
Historical Society board is
planning for a successful
2006. In my President’s
Message, I would like to
echo the Center for Jewish History’s mission of EDUCATE, PRESERVE and RESEARCH. With our ongoing activities and programming, we hope
to do just that.

T

PRESERVE:
We are fortunate to have an arrangement
with the New Mexico State Records Center
and Archives to house all the Society’s archival treasures in Santa Fe. Many other
state Jewish historical societies want to emulate the relationship we have established and
have reached out to us for help in doing
so. We have succeeded in preserving many
New Mexico Jewish historical treasures at
the Archives. Our synergistic relationship
with the State Record Center and Archives
can best be understood by reviewing the rich
finding aid that will lead history seekers to
our state’s Jewish past. We will be happy to
e-mail you a copy of this finding aid if you
contact our office. We are actively pursuing the acquisition of more items for our
archives and we need your help in securing
them before they are lost, destroyed, or
tossed out as being insignificant.
RESEARCH:
Much of the research that has been done
regarding Jews of New Mexico comes from
current and past board members. There are
two recently published books that focus on
New Mexico Jewish history. One is based
on the research of European Jewish immigrants to New Mexico in the nineteenth
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century and just last year, another study that
focuses on the unique and fascinating cryptoJewish experience. In addition, the Society’s
Video History Project has produced thirteen
fascinating booklets on Jewish families who
came to New Mexico before it was a state.
These booklets, which offer personal
insights into
the families
who helped
shape New
Mexico’s political and socioeconomic
history, were
Lance Bell, President
unveiled to the
(photo courtesy of
Harold Melnick)
public
on
March 5th at
the JCC.
EDUCATE:
We have ongoing educational program committees working on our core programs, such
as our annual membership meeting, where
we will again screen a film based on a Jewish
historical theme. We will continue our commitment to maintain the Congregation
Montefiore Cemetery with our annual cleanup in Las Vegas, which is scheduled for May
7th. Our largest public fund raiser is the
Labor Day weekend Book Sale in Santa Fe.
Following this event, the fall Annual Conference will cover a topic of interest to our
diverse membership. In addition to these
regularly scheduled events, we plan to show
more films on Jewish history throughout the
year.

As for the thirteen pioneer booklets that I
mentioned above, our
goal is to share this inJewel Mark
formation with all the
Fine Jewelry - Cartier
Baume & Mercier - Corum
libraries and learning
institutions throughout the state. We may
develop a curriculum
in coordination with
10% Off with this ad the public schools, so
that students in New
Custom Designing
Mexico will have the
Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
www.jewelmark.net
opportunity to learn

of the important contributions that Jewish
New Mexicans have made to the Land of Enchantment. I still meet people who ask, “are
there Jews in New Mexico?”
For our members who have expressed an interest in exploring their own family history,
they will have an opportunity to participate
in a series of genealogy workshops that will
occur, first in Taos on March 19th and then
in Albuquerque on April 23rd. A Santa Fe
workshop is planned for September. These
programs will help those searching for their
Sephardic and Ashkenazi roots. After all, genealogy is history from the perspective of
families, wherever their roots lie, in New
Mexico, the Americas, or the Old World.
Volunteer Opportunities:
As you read this issue of the New Mexico
Jewish Historical Society newsletter, I want
to thank those who recently renewed their
memberships, made donations and purchased ads. I take this opportunity to ask
for your continued support so that we can
continue to achieve our goal of studying the
rich and diverse Jewish history that our state
and its wonderful people continue to offer.
Sincerely,
Lance Bell
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Genealogy Corner – Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor in the Ellis Island Database
by Dorothy Corner Amsden
If you have reason to believe
that your ancestors came to
the United States via the
Port of New York between
1892 and 1924, you are fortunate because you can
search for them on the Internet.

I

Genealogical research became considerably
easier when relevant databases started going
online a few years ago. In the old days genealogists wrote for information and often waited
months before their queries were answered. The
reply could reveal an important piece of information or the fact that no record was found.
Since the advent of the Internet, genealogy has
been transformed. The search still requires the
instincts of Sherlock Holmes, but the results
in many instances are at your fingertips.
When the Ellis Island Database came online
in April 2001, it was deluged with requests.
The designers were totally unprepared for the
volume of traffic it received from the very first
day of operation. The system crashed under
the load and had to be taken offline until more
servers could be added. No wonder the demand
was so high. A searchable database of over 22
million passengers and crew of the ships that
landed at the Port of New York, the first of its
kind to go online, was bound to attract the
attention of the burgeoning ranks of genealogists searching for their roots.
The Ellis Island Database was created by thousands of Mormon volunteers, over a 7-year
period, from microfilms and photocopies that
they purchased from the U.S. National Archives. It was a daunting task, with challenges
of deciphering handwriting, coping with unfamiliar languages, and interpreting the flaws
in the photocopied images. The resulting database, which was given to the National Park
Service and is free to the public, accounts for
approximately 71% of all U.S. immigration

records.
You may wish to give it a try, just to see if you
can find a member of your family who immigrated through New York a hundred years ago.
When the home page for Ellis Island[1] appears
on your screen, it provides a place for you to
type the first and last name of your ancestor,
approximate year of birth, and gender. Enter
your best guess to get started. Then click on Start
Search. A screen showing one or more possible
records will be displayed. Click on a record that
seems plausible. A certificate format will appear
with the name and related information of the
person you selected. If the age and nationality
indicate that this may be the right person, you
can view a copy of the ship's handwritten manifest right away, online, which contains even more
information, including other people your ancestor may have been traveling with.
This manifest was prepared by the shipping company at the port of embarkation, not the Port of
New York. This is important to understand, because the names appear as the emigrants told
them to the authorities in Europe. Passenger lists
are rife with misspellings, but the names are the
ones the emigrants left Europe with, not new
Americanized names that many assumed after
arriving in the United States.
If you are lucky, you will find who you are looking for on the first or second try. However, if
you are like me, you won't find what you want,
even though you know the name must be there.
For example, I knew my maternal grandmother,
Dora Sajovitz, had come through Ellis Island
during the time span covered by the database,
but I could not find her record.
My cousin Ann, another of Dora's granddaughters, eventually managed to find the record,
though I am still wondering how she did it. There
it is, the typewritten synopsis appears on my
screen for the first time. I feel a moment of awe
and then elation. Then I click to view
the ship's manifest. An image appears of
a handwritten sheet for steerage passengers. Dora's name is on line 15 of page
142 with related information that extends onto a second sheet. Don't forget
to also look at the second sheet – that is
where you learn who your immigrant ancestor is going to. The last name is spelled
differently than I had imagined,
Schajovits. Later I will learn that in Hungary the spelling is Sajovic.

The manifest states that Dora is a Hungarian
Hebrew from Y. Ujfalu, Hungary, who arrived
on July 19, 1909, on the Vanderland from
Antwerp at the age of 16 and a half. Other information states her occupation (seamstress),
height (4 feet 10 inches), name and address of
her closest relative in the country where she lived,
her father Lajos Schajovits, whose address in indecipherable. The manifest also states the name
and address of the person she is going to in the
United States, her uncle Solomon Schreiber at
522 West 147 Street in Manhattan, the person
who paid her passage, although that is not clear
from the manifest.
In the excitement of finding your ancestor, beware. Many immigrants had the same name with
slight variations in spelling. How do you know
you have the right person? Check the age and
the names of the other family members. You
want to be sure this is the right person. Evaluate
the remaining information. The arrival date is
probably accurate. The spelling of the name can
be just about anything that sounds right, as we
have seen in Dora's case. The port of embarkation is probably correct as is the ship's name,
except that in this case the Vanderland is just a
data entry misspelling of Vaderland, Fatherland,
which I verified by checking a database of ships
arriving in the Port of New York on July 19,
1909. Five years later, when I look at Dora's
record again, I notice that the misspelling has
been corrected.
If you want to see what the ship looked like, you
can click on "view image" and the database will
display a photo of the ship along with a history
of its service. Dora's ship, a real hulk judging
from the photo, was built in 1900 and sailed
between New York and Antwerp for the Red Star
Line. She didn't want to talk about her voyage
in steerage, according to my mother, except to
say that it was dreadful.
Dora's age, as stated on the manifest, is incorrect, as I know from other documents, in particular, her marriage certificate. Dora was just
12 years old in 1909. She was traveling without
her family. Most likely, she would not have been
allowed on board alone at her tender age, thus
she added a few years. Relatives said she was
mature for her age, so the authorities didn't question it. Looking carefully at the manifest, I see
two other young women from Y. Ujfalu. Most
likely Dora was traveling with them.

Continued on p. 7
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Video History Project – continued from p. 1
tionally.

Vorenbergs established themselves in Wagon
Mound.

“We expect this body of work will be of interest to many students of American Jewish During the territorial period of New Mexico
History,” Professor Pugach said. Witt says following the U.S. conquest, Jewish merchants
were critical players in
that she has already rethe nascent New Mexico
ceived an inquiry from
economy, particularly in
David Grubin Producrural communities, and
tions in New York City,
their influence carried
which is producing
well into the twentieth
documentary series
century. The operation
about the 350-year hisof their shops and stores
tory of Jews in America
almost single-handedly
in cooperation with the
kept some small towns
Jewish Television Netand isolated hamlets on
work and public televithe map. The merchants
sion stations WETA in
Washington
and Siegfried Seligman, Teddy Roosevelt and also learned Spanish and
WNET in New York. New Mexico Representatives to the Bull various Indian languages
Moose Party, 1912
so they could communiIt was generally known that Jewish settlers, cate effectively with their customers.
primarily (but not exclusively) from Germany, were an integral part of life in 19th- The Jewish merchants were also innovative and
century New Mexico, as merchants, bank- daring in their mercantile enterprises. Several
ers, miners, ranchers, soldiers and politicians. of them made the transition from retailing to
However, our study of the Pioneer Families wholesaling, often combining the two; some
also added freighting to
has yielded many sigtheir enterprises. In
nificant findings. We
Clayton,
Simon
learned that the geoHerzstein recognized
graphical reach of Jewthat World War I was
ish settlement and ecohastening the acceptnomic activity was
ance of manufactured
greater and broader
clothing. Consequently,
than earlier studies
he opened Herzstein’s
have indicated. Jewish
Ready to Wear, which
pioneers settled all over
carried such name
New Mexico, from
Taos to Carlsbad. A discussion on the Seligman family with (left to right) brands as Stetson, Justin
Some of the places Volunteer Paula Schwartz, Pioneers Randy Seligman and Levi Strauss. Other
and Julia Seligman and daughter (back row) and
where they lived are NMJHS Board Member Deborah Seligman with Lisa merchants diversified
truly obscure, and in Witt of Avista Video Histories, Project Director, at into cattle ranching,
sheep raising and the
some cases they are no March 5th event. Photo by Susan Johnson.
longer inhabited. For example, the hide trade.
Wertheims of Ft. Sumner catered to the
needs of miners in Porter. Nathan Weil cre- In the process of earning a living, these pioContinued on p. 10
ated a little empire in Ocate, and the

Joseph Wertheim,
Tucumcari, New Mexico, c 1907

IN MEMORY
NMJHS would like to extend our sympathy to the
Ballen family.

TRIBUTE
In Memory of My Parents
Cecil and June Corner
Dorothy Corner Amsden
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Exploring Your Jewish Roots
By Dorothy Corner Amsden
anta Fe resident Steve
Gitomer has been
researching his family
tree for well over 20
years. At the drop of a
hat, he can expound on
how he found his “cousins” with the
family name Zhitomirsky in Ukraine
and traced some of his roots back to their
little town of Lubny, which is located
near Kiev, where his paternal grandfather
was born in 1895. Steve has had the
opportunity to visit this ancestral village,
meet distant relatives, and see grave sites,
buildings, and the village’s memorial to
the Jews killed there by the Nazis in
WWII.

Lithuania via Leeds, England, in the late
1800s.

“Genealogy is a thoroughly absorbing
hobby,” says Steve, whose frequent
business trips to areas where his ancestors
came from aid in his research. He has
been able to trace many of his family
members “back into the mists of time”,
using many resources, such as the U.S.
National Archives, the Family History
Library of the LDS Church (Mormons),
state and local vital records offices, and
public libraries. “New branches of my
family appear from time to time,” as the
research digs deeper.

Originally from the East Coast, Steve and
his wife Joyce have lived in Santa Fe for
over 25 years. Steve retired from Los
Alamos National Laboratory in 2005, but
instead of relaxing and doing more family
research, he is busy consulting. This
requires extensive travel to the Former
Soviet Union where sometimes, he can
visit ancestral towns.

S

“Family lore,” Steve says, “is one of the
areas you don’t want to ignore.” The
legends, some parts of which are true and
some embellished, are fascinating and
can lead to unexpected discoveries. Steve
tells that one story, in his wife’s family,
relates to the emigration of her
grandparents from Belarus and

The story goes, when Grandfather arrived
in America, he asked in Yiddish “Vo eh
Boston?” (Where is Boston). He was
answered, “Eh Boston?” (Here is Boston).
Putting two and two together, and sifting
through the microfilm collection of
passenger arrival records at the Port of
Boston, sure enough, Steve found the
listing for Abraham Joseph, wife Bessie,
and baby daughter Hilda arriving by
steamship in May 1890. Thanks to the
family story, which pointed to a port of
arrival, documentation of the relatives’
first steps in America came to light.

Steve is a long-time member of the New
Mexico Jewish Historical Society. Over
the years, he has given numerous
programs on Jewish genealogy. In the past
year, the NMJHS board of directors has
decided to officially broaden the society’s
mission to embrace Jewish genealogy to
serve people who choose to live in New
Mexico, but whose Jewish roots lie
elsewhere.
Jewish genealogy is flourishing

throughout the United States and all over
the world, as people search out their family
roots. New Mexico has its share of
genealogists, but they work without
benefit of a network close at hand. Of
course, there are online discussion groups
on JewishGen, but sometimes a researcher
needs local support to figure out where to
go next.
Genealogists researching their Jewish roots
live in Santa Fe, Los Alamos, Albuquerque,
Las Cruces, and elsewhere in New Mexico.
These are people who do not yet know
one another, but who share a common
interest, or should we say, passion.
NMJHS hopes to draw practicing
genealogists to conferences and workshops
in the future, so they can network with
one another and also become involved in
training new generations of genealogists.
If you have been thinking about getting
started in genealogy or have already done
a little research, NMJHS invites you to
attend a Sunday afternoon workshop in
Albuquerque on April 23. The workshop
will take place from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. at
the UNM Conference Center, 1634
University Blvd NE, North Building
Room G. For further information, contact
NMJHS at 505-348-4471 or e- mail
nmjhs@jewishnewmexico.org.
We can’t promise that Steve Gitomer will
be at the workshop. He may be off in some
far-flung country. But you will find
engaging speakers, an online
demonstration of the Ellis Island

Continued on p. 6
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Exploring – continued from p. 5
Database, and hands-on exercises for
you to see just how much you know
about your own family. Noted
historian and author, Dr. Stanley
Hordes, will conduct a workshop for
New Mexico Hispanos who wish to
learn more about hidden Jewish roots.

Dorothy Amsden, advocate for a Jewish
genealogy network in New Mexico, will
lead a parallel workshop for those who
wish to learn more about their
Ashkenazi or non-New Mexico
Sephardic roots. You don’t want to miss
this opportunity.

Another genealogy workshop is planned for
early September in Santa Fe if you cannot
attend the Albuquerque event. NMJHS
plans to alternate genealogy programs
between the two cities. For further
information, consult the NMJHS web site
at http://www.nmjewishhistory.org.

Pioneer Booklets Available for Immediate Purchase:
Booklets available for $15.00 each or $150.00 for set of 13
For postage: $2.00/per booklet or $10.00/set
Call 505-348-4471 or e-mail:
nmjhs@jewishnewmexico.org to order by
Cash, Check or Credit Card (Master Card or Visa only)
Danoff
Freudenthal-Lesinsky-Solomon
Goldsmith
Gusdorf
Herzstein
Ilfeld-Nordhaus
Spiegelberg

Seligman
Taichert
Wertheim-Ft. Sumner
Wertheim-Vorenberg (Carlsbad)
Moise
Ravel

Meet Our Board – This Month’s Profile is Harold Melnick

Harold Melnick
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Genealogy – continued from p. 3
The Ellis Island Database is one of the major
online resources available to genealogists for
finding family members. However, it does have
some drawbacks. You cannot search for people
by ethnicity nor can you find challenging surnames. The Ellis Island Database uses the U.S.
National Archives soundex indexing system
(which we discussed in the previous Genealogy Corner) to display last names that are similar to the one you requested, but that system
does not work particularly well for Slavic and
Yiddish names, or Hungarian, for that matter.
Stephen P. Morse came to the rescue. A retired
electrical engineer, Dr. Morse is best known as
the architect of the Intel 8086, the granddaddy
of today's pentium processor. As he started researching his own family tree, he realized that
a more flexible search engine could make the
Ellis Island Database even more accessible, and
he ended up designing a genealogist-friendly
interface to the Ellis Island database. He didn't
stop there, but designed tools for searching
Castle Garden (which preceded Ellis Island),
and other ports, such as Boston, Baltimore, and
Galveston. He also designed tools for accessing the U.S. and Canadian census. These accomplishments are but a few of the search tools
available on his website.[2] Thus, if you want
to improve your chances of finding your ancestor on the Ellis Island Database, try using
the Morse website, as a starting point.
If we look for Dora via the Morse website we
find several useful options available to us that
do not appear on the Ellis Island website. For
example, we can opt to use the Blue Form,

Searching for Jewish Passengers in the Ellis Island Database in One Step. We enter "Dora"
and click the box that says "starts with or is"
and then enter "Sajovitz" and click the box that
says "sounds like". The search engine gives us a
choice of looking through all the names that
sound like Sajovitz, which can take 6 minutes,
or just the names that start with S. I happen to
know that her surname started with an S, so I
tell it to search only names starting with S. And
voilà, a reference appears. We've found the right
person. Click on "view record" and we are into
the Ellis Island Database with Dora's record displayed within the standard certificate frame. It's
a miracle.
Part of the miracle is that the Morse search engine uses the Daitch-Mokotoff soundex system,

which deals with those difficult names that the
standard soundex system does not handle well.
To give my cousin credit, she found Dora before Stephen Morse put his website online. To
learn more about the Daitch-Mokotoff soundex
system, go to the JewishGen website for an explanation about the two major soundex indexing systems.[3]
With such a marvelous tool as the Ellis Island
Database for researching our family trees, how
can we resist getting started!
[1] Ellis Island database, http://www.ellisisland.org/
[2] Steve Morse's web site, http://
www.stevemorse.org/
[3] JewishGen website for soundex, http://
www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/soundex.html

350 years of Jewish Music in America
Instructor: Steve Ovitsky
Day/Time: Sundays, 3:00-5:00 pm
Dates:
March 19 and April 9
From the first Jewish settlement in 1654, our music has been influenced by the American
experience and Jews have played an important role in all types of American music. Through
more than 100 historic and modern recordings, along with rare film and photographs, participants in this series will experience the breadth and creativity of American Jewish sacred
and popular music. Music selections will include examples of Klesmer, Broadway, Hollywood, Yiddish, Jazz, Rock and Classical Compositions.
Ovitsky has been active in the world of Jewish music since his university days when he
conducted concerts of music by Salomone Rossi and was the Ba’al Tokeah and choir director
for the University of Michigan Hillel Foundation. He is a performer, musical administrator, musical arranger and a frequent guest lecturer around the country. Currently, he is the
Executive Director of the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival.
For more information, call Congregation Albert, Albuquerque, at 505-883-0306.

NAME OUR NEWSLETTER

CONTEST

Please submit your name of choice for our
New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
Newsletter
Winner will receive a
1 YEAR COMPLIMENTARY
membership to the Society!
Please email your suggestions to:
nmjhs@jewishnewmexico.org or call 505-348-4471
IN MEMORY
In memory of Stephen Joseph – NMJHS Member
IN MEMORY
In memory of Robert Martin – NMJHS Member

The NMJHS WELCOMES the following
New Members:

Rose Wandel
Dr. & Mrs. Leon Cohen
Barbara Ferrell
Margaret Hollander
Ruth Medwied
Carol Olmstead
Robert & Cindy Kahn

David Herzstein
Courtney Jackson
Robert Herzstein
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nordhaus
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Taichert
Marian & Larry Greher
Rolf & Florence Beier

Jane L. Kahn
Alice Keck
Audrey Witt
Moreyn Cole
Arlene Paglia
Steve Moise
Nathan Aronson
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Letter to the Editor:
feel compelled to comment upon the review
of the conference and
also ask that this comment go into the next
newsletter, perhaps as a
“Letter to the Editor”.

I

After reading the report of my very good
“Haver” Stanley, I think there are some
contrary views as to the happening at the
last conference. No one would dispute
that a good controversy makes for a vig-

orous, interesting conference. What concerned many of us and not mentioned
by Stanley, was the appropriateness and
the nature of the controversy. I was appalled that both very left thinking speakers used this opportunity to divert from
the subject upon which they were chosen to speak in order to espouse their
very anti-Israel views. I am sure Stanley,
as a thorough and good academician,
certainly believes that, were we to have a
discussion on the merits of Israeli military and foreign policies, that both sides

Great Idea:
Catch Amtrak’s 4 Southwest Chief Train on Saturday, May
6th, a scenic 2 hour 50 minute ride from Albuquerque (1 hour
45 minutes from Lamy) and stay the night at the historical
Plaza Hotel or the historic El Fidel Hotel. You can help with
the annual Congregation Montefiore Cemetery Luncheon and
Clean up on May 7th, then carpool back or return on the train
May 8th.
One way tickets are about $21.00
Contact Amtrak at 1-800-USA-RAIL (1-800-872-7245)
Contact the Historic Plaza Hotel in Las Vegas
at 505-425-3591/800-328-1882 or
The El Fidel Hotel at 505-425-6761.
A Great way to see New Mexico, have a great time and provide a mitzvah.

should be present and represented for a
fair controversy. Especially when we paid
to hear one thing and got another. I do
hope, in the future, that speakers will be
informed that they are to adhere to, and
speak on, the specific topic for which their
invitation was issued. I would have been
just as upset and I believe would have
Stanley, if the Admiral had gone into the
value of our invasion of Iraq.
Shirley Jacobson

WANTED

SUPER
SUNDAY

• Your books and other saleable
items to donate

On January 29, the
JFGA held their annual Super Sunday
Fundraising Event.
It was a huge success
and the NMJHS
played an important
role. We would like
to thank the following volunteers for
making this event so
successful:
Carol Venturini,
Nancy Terr, Steve
Kesselman, Johnny
Maldonado
and
Bobbi Jackson.

• Your time and talent to volunteer
for the

5th Annual Book Sale
Your presence is requested at the sale:
Saturday and Sunday
September 2 & 3, 10am– 4pm
Free – Everyone is welcome
Wild Oats Community Room
Santa Fe (Cordova Road, just west
of St. Francis Drive)
To donate in Albuquerque,
Call Stanley Hordes (in Santa Fe)
505-983-6564
To donate or volunteer in Santa Fe,
Call Shirley Jacobson
(Thurs. – Sat., 11:30 a. m. – 5:00 p.m.)
505-670-8315
or
Sheila Gershen
505-988-3143 (leave a message)

JEWISH PIONEERS OF NEW MEXICO, 1821-1917 “Exhibit Tour Schedule”
Jan. 17, 2006April 15, 2006

May 1, 2006July 31, 2006
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University Museum
New Mexico State University
University Avenue at Solano
Las Cruces, NM
Santa Fe Trail Interpretive Center
Old Colfax County Courthouse
127 Bridge Street
Las Vegas, NM

Sep. 1, 2006Nov. 30, 2006

American Jewish Historical Society
15 West 16th Street
New York, NY

You can track the exhibition schedule by going to
www.trexnm.org, then select “exhibitions” from the purple tool
bar, then select “schedule” button on the right of the screen.

New Mexico Jewish Historical Society

Governor Bill Richardson Honors Rabbi Leonard A. Helman With His Own Day

W

HEREAS, Rabbi Leonard A. Helman has served the people of New Mexico for over 30 years as a spiritual leader, a voice of humane justice,
and a beloved entertainer; and
WHEREAS, Rabbi Helman came to Santa Fe in 1974, where he was recruited to Temple Beth Shalom, a community that flourished
under his guidance from 60 to 400 families; and

WHEREAS, in 1983, Rabbi Helman led a project to deliver desperately needed medical and clothing supplies to the Falashas, a persecuted
community of Ethiopian Jews; and
WHEREAS, an exceptional legal as well as theological mind, Rabbi Helman offered his expertise and insight to the State as an administrative law judge and
attorney with the New Mexico Public Service Commission from his arrival in 1974 until he retired in 1987; and
WHEREAS, although he left the state in 1991 to pursue other work, Rabbi Helman was drawn back to Santa Fe in 1995 and became rabbi of the young
Congregation Beit Tikva; and
WHEREAS, Rabbi Helman offered prayers at the New Mexico State Legislature throughout his tenure with Temple Beth Shalom, and since 1995 has brought
words of peace and wisdom to the Capitol as Chaplain of the State Senate and House of Representatives; and;
NOW, THEREFORE I, Bill Richardson, Governor of the State of New Mexico, do hereby proclaim
February 3, 2006 as:
“Rabbi Leonard A. Helman Day”
throughout the State of New Mexico, and thank Rabbi Helman for continuing to share with the people of
our great state his diverse talents, tremendous generosity and universal compassion.
Attest:

Done at the Executive Office this
17th day of January, 2006.

Rebecca Vigil-Giron
Secretary of State

Witness my hand and the Great Seal
of the Great State of New Mexico
Rabbi Leonard A. Helman
with Governor Bill Richardson

Bill Richardson
Governor

American Jewish History Month Introduced in House with 250 Co-Sponsors
On December 16, 2005, Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz introduced a resolution that calls for President Bush to designate every January as American
Jewish History Month. This historic legislation, sponsored by Rep. Wasserman Schultz, was introduced with the support of 250 original co-sponsors
with broad bi-partisan support.
American Jewish History Month’s lead Republican co-sponsor is Rep. Henry Hyde (R-IL) and is the Chairman of the International Relations Committee.
House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IL) committed to personally contact the President to urge him to proclaim, by Executive Order, January as American Jewish History Month, the first to be observed in 2006.
American Jewish History Month would honor the contributions of American Jews to society. Additionally, creation of this month would celebrate the
legacy of the American Jewish experience and the rich cultural heritage of American Jewish communities.
We all know education leads to understanding and American Jewish History Month will educate millions of Americans about the rich cultural
traditions of the Jewish people, whose contributions to medicine, the arts, science and technology have shaped the fabric of American society and
global history, said Rep. Wasserman Schultz.

The NMJHS THANKS the following Contributors:
David Herzstein
Judy Basen Weinreb
Betsy Messeca
Marjorie Weinberg
David Kandel
Bill Feldman

Margrethe Feldman
Steve Moise
Erika Rimson
Deborah Seligman
Robert Wertheim
Leona Hurst

Courtney Jackson
David Bernstein
Dr. Adele Altman
Marvin & Sue Bearman
Tom Wolf
Yetta Bidegain

You make a difference because we cannot survive on membership alone. We apologize if
there are any errors or omissions in this list. The NMJHS also wishes to thank ALL current
Society members for their continued support and generosity.

SAVE THE DATE
Montefiore Cemetery
Clean Up
Las Vegas, NM
Sunday, May 7, 2006
Please help make this a success!
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New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
Video History Project – continued from p. 4
neer families combined efforts and resources to plant and cultivate
the first Jewish communities and institutions in New Mexico. The
fruit of their devotion is the rich, vibrant Jewish society that flourishes throughout the state and region today.
The early families never lived lives apart from the majority population;
instead, they became active, dedicated members of their communities.
They were heavily involved in civic affairs,
and some occupied
public offices, including Willi Spiegelberg,
Mayor of Santa Fe;
Henry Jaffa, the first
Mayor
of
Albuquerque; and
Solomon Bibo, who
married an Acoma
woman and eventually
became the only nonnative (and Jewish)
governor of Acoma
Pueblo.
Sigmund Herzstein with his American flag, 1912

While retaining loyalty to their Jewish faith, the Jewish pioneers generously supported,
financially, local churches and local celebrations. One of the most notable examples is Santa Fe businessman Abraham Staab, who accumulated a large fortune as a major supply contractor for the U.S. Army
during the Civil War, was very close to Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy
and donated funds to help the beloved cleric build St. Francis Cathedral. Staab, and so many like him, have therefore left a rich legacy,
which the New Mexico Jewish Video Project has gone far to uncover.
NMJHS expresses warmest appreciation to the Albert and Ethel
Herzstein Charitable Foundation, The New Mexico Historical Records
Advisory Board, the New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities,
the Albuquerque Community Foundation and numerous private donors and Jewish Pioneer families, who provided funding for the study.

Rosebud Video Productions
Videohistory, Family, Individual, Organizational
Low production cost – essential documentation
Prof. Stanley Rosebud Rosen
Director Chicago Radical Jewish Elders Videohistory Project
For free consultations Call 505-473-4454
e-mail:strutrose@msn.com

Thanks to NMJHS volunteers Helen Hordes,
Deborah Seligman and Carol Venturini for helping
with the VHP celebration on March 5
WANTED: Las Cruces NMJHS member to help with
programming in Southern New Mexico. Please call
505-348-4471 or email: nmjhs@jewishnewmexico.org

SAVE THE DATE

Annual Membership Meeting
Sunday, June 11, 2006
Details forthcoming
The New Mexico Jewish Historical Society is a
beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Albuquerque
Special thanks to Jane Blume,
Desert Sky Communications, 294-1976, for public
relations assistance on the Video History Project

Jewish Genealogy Workshop For
the new and experienced
Genealogists
• Learn the ropes
• Research your family tree
• Trace your Ashkenazi/Sephardic heritage
• Network with other Jewish genealogists
The New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
announces a workshop in Jewish genealogy in
Albuquerque on Sunday afternoon, April 23, 2006.
Workshop leaders: Stanley Hordes and Dorothy Amsden
If you are thinking of researching your family roots and
want to get started in genealogy, this is just your ticket. If
you have some experience in genealogy and want to learn
more, this is your opportunity to network with fellow
researchers.
Mark your calendar: April 23, 1:30-4:00 pm.
UNM Conference Center, 1634 University Blvd. NE,
North Building, Room G
Registration fee before April 14: $10.00 for members/
$15.00 for non-members
$5.00 extra for walk-ins.
Send your name and a check for the appropriate amount to:
Genealogy Workshop
New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
5520 Wyoming Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

1 Caliente Road, Suite A
Santa Fe, NM 87508
E-Mail: p.saltz@comcast.net
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Telephone: (505)466-2090
Mobile: (505) 577-7395
Fax: (505) 982-6211

For further information, e-mail
nmjhs@jewishnewmexico.org
Or telephone: 505-348-4471

New Mexico Jewish Historical Society

Henry Jaffa and Wyatt Earp: Wyatt Earp’s Jewish Connection
Continued from December Newsletter
Was the slur made in reference to Earp staying
at the home of the Jewish businessman Jaffa,
or did it strike deeper, into a budding
relationship between Wyatt Earp and a Jewish
woman, Josephine “Sadie” Marcus? Otero
alludes to the latter when he reports that Jaffa
later told him Earp’s woman was a Jewess. (A
visit by Earp and Josephine, in 1884 to
Albuquerque included a stop at Jaffa’s home.
While not definitive proof, it also indicates an
earlier link to Jaffa.) Holliday may not have
liked Josephine Marcus. He told a Denver
newspaper, in the summer of 1881, that he
had once given money to John Behan’s
girlfriend (was this Josephine Marcus?), leading
to bad feelings on Behan’s part toward him.

“item”. It seems unlikely Earp could have
begun a serious relationship in the turmoil
filled days and weeks following the O.K.
Corral gunfight. This raises the possibility
that the relationship had become a courtship
before October 26, 1881. Several questions
emerge, then, that merit further research.
Was Wyatt Earp already involved with
Josephine Earp by April of 1882? Were they
in a serious relationship before the October
26, 1881 gunfight in Tombstone near the
O.K. Corral? Did this impact upon the
Tombstone troubles, given Josephine’s earlier
relationship with Earp rival John Behan?
Did Josephine Earp assist in bringing Earp
to sanctuary in Henry Jaffa’s household?

Dating the start of the forty-seven year EarpMarcus relationship is a matter for
speculation. Wyatt and Josephine obfuscated
the initial period of their long relationship,
possibly for good reasons. These included
Wyatt’s marriage at that time to Mattie
Blaylock and Josephine’s wish not to be
thought of as a home wrecker, as well as
Josephine’s relationship with John Behan
(they were living together). No doubt there
was her desire not to be thought of as a
woman of loose virtue in those Victorian
times. Another element that may have
prevented them from being up-front about
the Tombstone origins of their life together
is the rumored, but unproven, allegation that
Josephine worked for a time “on the line” as
a prostitute in Tombstone. Researcher Carol
Mitchell has presented new information on
this matter and continues to research this
possibility.

A clearly angry Albuquerque Morning Journal
editor found out about Earp’s stay in town
after the posse left. The Albuquerque Evening
Journal had been given an interview by
Wyatt Earp in April 1882, when he dropped
into the paper’s office. Earp was hoping to
forestall reports of his whereabouts at that
time, in justifiable fear of his life. He gave
the interview with the stipulation that it
would not be printed until the Earp posse
left town. The resulting article was printed
in the Evening Journal on May 13, 1882,
after the Earp party departed. Earp is not
quoted directly in the actual interview,
reprinted in Stephens’ Wyatt Earp Speaks.

Author Wm. B. Shilingberg, in his recent
book, Tombstone, A. T., writes that Earp and
Marcus first met in the summer of 1881 at
Sol Israel’s Union News Depot on Fourth
Street in Tombstone. When their
relationship became serious is unknown, but
the Otero Letter appears to hint that by April
of 1882, Wyatt and Josephine were an

The Albuquerque Morning Journal, in
response, had this to say on May 14th:
“At no time in their lives did the Earp
desperadoes call at the Journal office. They
seem to have consorted with the sandy
sorehead on the sundown sheet while they
remained in hiding in this city.”
WHO WAS HENRY JAFFA:
Henry Jaffa, the Albuquerque businessman
who gave shelter to Wyatt Earp, was
president of the New Albuquerque Board

The NMJHS Board’s Appeal to Its Members
Our continued existence depends on the interest and support of our members. We need your cooperation
to interest others to join our Society; we need your help to obtain archive material and your ideas. We
urge you to please renew your membership when due. If you are already a 2006 member, please encourage
your friends and family to join!
We are proud of our accomplishments, but we cannot rest on our laurels. It is your Society – we appreciate
your continued interest and support.
Thank you.

of Trade at the time of the Earp posse’s
Albuquerque stopover and clearly a man of
influence in town. Did Sam Blonger the
marshal, or County Sheriff Perfecto Armijo,
both mentioned in Otero’s Letter, in concert
with Earp’s Tombstone business friends,
connect Earp with Jaffa? Hornung and Roberts
raise this possibility. Or was the link made,
perhaps with the aid of Wells Fargo or the Santa
Fe Railroad, as Hornung and Roberts also
speculate? Why did Earp spend his time inside
a home while his compatriots may have stayed
in inferior lodgings or camped outside of town
in blustery April weather?
Why did Jaffa or others, not shelter the rest of
the posse? The answer to these riddles may lie
with Jaffa’s Jewishness. Josephine “Sadie”
Marcus, the woman whom Earp would soon
call his wife and with whom he would live for
the remaining forty- seven years of his life, was
Jewish as well.
In the years following the failed 1848 liberal
revolutions in Europe, a large number of Jews
fled Prussia for the United States, seeing the
young nation as a place where the ideas of
Enlightenment and French Revolution notions
were embraced. These idealists disembarked
in cities like Philadelphia, New York and
Baltimore and it was in the latter city, the Jaffas
first set foot on American soil. With the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad
supplanting the more arduous Santa Fe Trail
as the route to New Mexico, a few hardy and
adventurous souls from eastern Jewish
communities decided to try their luck in the
new settlements of the western territory. Many
set up as merchants on the plazas of burgeoning
towns, doing business with all comers, be they
local settlers, soldiers from nearby Army posts,
or Indian tribes.

More to Come in the Next Issue

Know someone who
is not a member?
A friend or relative? Ask that friend
or relative to join the NMJHS!
Every “old” member, please get busy
and sign up a “new” member. A
membership to the NMJHS makes a
great and unexpected GIFT!

Help us grow!
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The NMJHS is soliciting historical papers and photographs for inclusion in its archival collection
at the New Mexico Records Center and Archives. For more information, contact The NMJHS at
(505) 348-4471 or nmjhs@jewishnewmexico.org.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
• March 19, 2006, Genealogy Workshop, Taos Jewish Center
• April 23, 2006, Genealogy Workshop, UNM
• May 7, 2006, Montefiore Cemetery Clean Up, Las Vegas, NM
• June 11. 2006, Annual Membership Meeting, TBD

Mission Statement

The mission of the New Mexico Jewish Historical Society is: to promote
greater understanding and knowledge of New Mexico's Jewish history. The
Society's programs examine the state's Jewish heritage in all its diversity and
strive to present this heritage within a broad cultural context. The Society is a
secular organization and solicits the membership and participation of all interested people, regardless of religious affiliation.

NMJHS Board of Directors and Officers

Officers
Lance Bell, President - Santa Fe
Nancy Terr, Vice President- Albuquerque
Harold Melnick, Treasurer - Santa Fe
Sharon Herzog, Corresponding Secretary - Santa Fe
Directors
Dorothy Corner Amsden, Genealogy Chair, Los Alamos
Tony Amsden, Los Alamos
Norman Budow, Santa Fe
Alex Cosby, Albuquerque
Sheila Gershen, Santa Fe
Gerald González, Santa Fe
Julie Gordon, Tucson, AZ

Claire Grossman, Nashua, NH
Peter Hess, Santa Fe
Leona Hurst, Santa Fe
Phil Saltz, Santa Fe
Naomi Sandweiss, Albuquerque
Deborah Seligman, Albuquerque
Carol Venturini, Albuquerque
Marjorie Weinberg-Berman, Kings Point, NY
Immediate Past President
Stanley Hordes, Ph.D., Santa Fe
Administrator
Bobbi Jackson, Albuquerque

2006 Membership Dues
Membership fees are as follows:
Renewal
New
Individual $35
Family $50
Senior (55+) $30
Senior Couple $40
Fulltime Student $20
Business $100
Friend $100 or more

Name(s)______________________________
Address_________________________
City__________________State___Zip_____
Email address_____________________
Phone __________________________
Please make your check payable to:
New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
and mail it with this form to:
New Mexico Jewish Historical Society
5520 Wyoming Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
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