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New Mexico Jewish Historical Society 
Optional Pre-Conference Activities 

Friday November 11 
Community Dinner at Temple Beth Shalom with Dr. Fran Fevine 

Reservation required with Temple Beth Shalom 
Friday Services at TBS followed by Oneg, co-sponsored by NMJHS 

Friday Services also available at 
^Congregation Beit Tikva 
*The Santa Fe Jewish Center, and 
* K o l BeRamah 

Saturday November 12 
10:00-12:00 

Optional activities, 
o Services at local synagogues, 
o Walking tour of Jewish Santa Fe 
o Unguided tour of the New Mexico History Museum exhibition, 

"Fractured Faith: Spanish Judaism, the Inquisition and New World Identities" 

12:00 Open lunch 

Nahon Synagogue, Tangier, Morocco 

5:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Fall Conference Program 2016 

New Mexico History M u s e u m A u d i t o r i u m 

1:00 Welcome 
Director of the New Mexico History Museum, Andrew Wulf 
NMJHS President, Linda Goff 

1:30 Keynote Address 

Jonathan Israel, Ph.D., Retired, Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton 
Introduced by Murray Tucker 

"Why did the Main Persecution of New Christians for Crypto-Judaism End 
in Mexico in the Middle of the Seventeenth Century?" 

Keynote Sponsors: Sandra and David Dietz ( I M O Max and A n n Chesler) and 
Robert and Irene Gale 

2:45 Break 
Session 1 

The Converso Experience i n Spain and Mexico 

Moderator: Ron D. Hart 
3:00 to 3:30 The Converso Experience in Spanish Literary Expression 

Fstelle F. Quain, Ph.D. 
3:30 to 4:00 Was She or Wasn't She? Dona Teresa versus the Inquisition 

Victoria Frhart, Ph.D. 
4:00 to 4:30 New Mexico Inquisition Legacy of Miguel de Quintana 

Isabelle Medina Sandoval, Fd.D. 
4:30 to 5:00 The Twentieth Century Return to Judaism Movement 

Ron D. Hart, Ph.D. 
Session Sponsors: Harvey and Christine Buchalter ( I H O our parents); Linda 
and Fd Goff ( I H O Richard Melzer); Carol Sonnenschein and Stuart Feen; Rae 
Siporin; Marian Silver ( I M O Abe Silver) 

6:00 Reception & Dinner (The Lodge at Santa Fe Hotel) 

7:30 Fran Levine, Ph.D., Director, Missouri History Museum 
Introduced by Richard Melzer, Ph.D. 
"Return to Sepharad" 

Speaker Sponsors: Cate Dixon and Anonymous 



The Lodge at Santa Fe Hotel 

Sunday, Nov. 13 

8:30 a.m. Coffee, Tea and Muffins 

9:00 Welcome and Introduction to the Sunday Program 
Conference Co-Chair, Ron D. Hart 

Converses and the Return to Jewish Practice 
Moderator: Linda Goff 
9:15 - 9:45 New Mexico Paradise: Making Jewish Home Practice Meaningful To­
day. Rabbi Jack Shlachter, Ph.D. 
Sponsor: Jewish Community Council of Northern New Mexico ( I H O Ron D. 
Hart and Yaszmina Nedhoy) 
9:45 - 10:15 Conversos and the Return to Judaism 

Rabbi Neil Amswych 
General Sponsor: Temple Beth Shalom ( I H O Rabbi Neil Amswych) 

10:15 to 10:30 - Coffee Break 

Fractured Faith: Identity and Life Today 
Moderator: Isabelle Medina Sandoval 
10:45-11:15 Judaism, M y Identity and Life 

PaneJ wi th Maria Sanchez, Maria Apodaca, Bianca McDer-
mott 
11:15- 11:45 What Is the Significance of the Spanish Law of Return Today? 

Sara Koplik, Ph.D. and Daniel Diaz-Huerta 
11:45 - 12:15 The 20th Century South-to-North American Historical Nar­
rative of Fray Angelico Chavez 8c the 21st Century Discovery of New Mexico's 
Crypto-Jews. Joseph Mora 
Session Sponsors: Diane Layden ( I M O Barbara Layden Bernstein); Dave Gor-
lick, ( I M O Beverly Gorlick, wife and Lill ian Gorlick, mother); Lance and Julia 
Bell, ( I M O Irving and Mari lyn BeJl); Steven and Susan Goldstein; Santa Fe Jew­
ish Fi lm Festival; and Susan Michelson and Bill Stein ( I M O Frwin Michelson) 

12:15 Conference Wrap U p 
L i n d a Goff, N M J H S President 

I H O - I n honor of; I M O - I n memory of 

Torah Scroll 
Featured in 

"Fractured Faiths: 
Spanish Judaism, the Inquisition and New World Identities" 

New Mexico History Museum 

Collection of 
Museo Sefardi 
Toledo, Spain 
I n Exhibition 



Keynote Speaker 

Jonathan Israel's work is concerned with European and European colonial 
history f rom the Renaissance to the eighteenth century. His recent work fo­
cuses on the impact of radical thought (especially Spinoza, Bayle, Diderot, 
and the eighteenth-century French materialists) on the Enlightenment and 
on the emergence of modern ideas of democracy, equality, toleration, free­
dom of the press, and individual freedom. His books range from European 
Jewry in the Age of Mercantilism, 1550-1750 (1985); The Dutch Republic: Its 
Rise, Greatness, and Fall, 1477-1806 (1995); Radical Enlightenment: Philoso­
phy and the Making of Modernity, 1650-1750 (2001); Enlightenment Contest­
ed: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 (2006); 
and A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Or­
igins of Modern Democracy (2009). 

Awards: PROSE Award 2015; City of Amsterdam, Frans Banninck Cocq 
Medal 2012; London Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manu­
factures and Commerce, Benjamin Franklin Medal 2010; Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Dr. A. H . Heineken Prize in History 2008; 
Knight of the Order of the Dutch Lion 2004; American Historical Associ­
ation, Leo Gershoy Award 2001; Wolfson Literary Award for History 1986. 

Dinner Speaker 

Frances Levine is the President of the Missouri Historical Society and for­
merly Director of the New Mexico History Museum. She is an anthropologist 
(Ph.D. Southern Methodist University), and she did postdoctoral work on 
museum leadership in the Getty Museum Leadership Institute in Los A n ­
geles. The init ial work on organizing the "Fractured Faiths" exhibition was 
done under the guidance of Dr. Levine. 

She is the author of four books, including her most recent one: Doha Teresa 
Confronts the Spanish Inquisition, which is about the life of Doha Tere­
sa Aguilera y Roche, the wife of New Mexico governor Bernardo Lopez 
de Mendizabal, who was accused before the Inquisit ion as a Judaizer and 
taken to Mexico City for tr ial . Her other hooks include Owr Prayers Are in 
This Place: Pecos Pueblo Identity over the Centuries, Through the Lens: Creat­
ing Santa Ee (with MaryAnne Redding and Krista Flr ick) , and Telling New 
Mexico: A New History (with Marta Weigle and Louise Stiver), a chapter 
in the 400th anniversary volume All Trails Lead to Santa Fe (with Gerald 
Gonzalez), and Frontier Battles and Massacres: Historical and Archaeologi­
cal Perspectives (editor wi th Ron Wetherington). 



Conference Speakers and Panelists 

Estelle E . Q u a i n , P h . D . 
Education: PhD Romance Languages and Literature, Harvard 
Professional Background- Senior Technical Advisor, USAID; Director, Cen­
tre for Development and Population, Washington, D.C.; and Assistant Pro­
fessor of Spanish, Boston University. 

Victoria Erhar t , P h . D . 
Erhart has a Ph.D. in religious studies from the Catholic University of America. 
She was for twenty years in higher education as online and in-class instructor and 
administrator. Her areas of specialty are communications and journalism exper­
tise with concentration on environmental issues and sustainable technologies; 
flindraising experience using crowd funding platforms; computer skills including 
familiarity with Microsoft Office suite, database and project management software. 

Isabelle Medina Sandoval, E d . D . 
Medina-Sandoval has written two historical novels about the 
converso background in her family. She has won several short 
story and poetry contests. She has been listed in Who's Who of 
American Women, Who's Who in America, and Who's Who 
Among America's Teachers. She keeps the family home in Mora 
that was settled by ancestors who were original members of the 
Mora Land Grant. Her family came to New Mexico in 1598, and 
she has ancestors from Toledo, Spain. 

R o n D . Hart , P h . D . 
Hart is a cultural anthropologist (Ph.D. Indiana University) 
and postdoctoral work in Jewish Studies at the University of 
Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies. He is a former 
University Vice-President and Dean of Academic Affairs. He 
has awards from the New Mexico Jewish Historical Society, 
National Endowment for the Humanities, National Endow­
ment for the Arts, the National Science Foundation, Ford 
Foundation, and Fulhright among others. Hart has written a 
dozen books, including Sephardic Jews. 

Rabbi Jack Shlachter, P h . D . 
Rabbi Shlachter has a Ph.D. in Physics f rom the University of California, and 
he is the Director of the Theoretical Division of Los Alamos National Labo­
ratory and Rahhi at Congregation HaMakom in Santa Fe. He says of himself, 
" I have been conducting religious services for most of my adult life. Being 
gifted wi th a strong voice allows me to serve as shaliach tzibbur as well as rab­
bi . I routinely officiate at lifecycle events, f rom baby namings, b'nai mitzvahs 
and weddings, to funerals and memorial services, and I teach and lead Torah 
discussions in New Mexico and out-of-state." 

ofHIdden Tradltloni 

Rabbi Nei l A m s w y c h 
Rabbi Neil studied Astrophysics at St. Andrews' University in Scotland be­
fore training to be a Reform Rabbi at the Leo Baeck College in London. He 
was the Principal Rahhi of Bournemouth Reform Synagogue in the U.K. for 
ten years before moving to Santa Fe as the Rabbi of Temple Beth Shalom. A 
keen environmentalist. Rabbi Neil is adamant that faith communities have 
an essential role in helping the disadvantaged and vulnerable in our society. 

Panel discussants: 
M a r i a D . Sanchez, E d . D . 

Licensed professional clinical counselor wi th M A in Counseling and doc­
torate in Pastoral Counseling. She has been involved in Crypto/Converso 
Sephardi research since the early 1980's. She is working on a Sudadio/Siddur/ 
Prayer book for the Sephardi Crypto/Converso community. 

M a r i a Apodaca 
Apodaca is the event coordinator for the Festival Djudeo-Fspanyol, Vice 
President for membership (West coast) Society for Crypto Judaic Studies. 
Retired from U N M H . Speaker on personaJ Jewish journey for the Road 
Scholar program. 

Bianca McDermott , P h . D . 
With a Ph.D. in psychology from Yale University, McDermott is interested in the 
psychological impact of discovering the Jewish D N A of her famiJy and the path of 
return to Judaism through study and synagogue attendance. 

Sara Koplik , P h . D . 
A Political and Economic History of the Jews of Afghanistan. She 
has a Ph.D. in Middle Eastern history from the University of 
London. Her book on the Jews of Afghanistan focuses on how 
this Jewish community survived due to flexibility, multilingual-
ism, and extensive trading networks. She is editor of The New 
Mexico Jewish Link and Director of Hillel at the University of 
New Mexico. She has been involved with information about the 
recent law of return to Spain for people of Sephardic descent. 

D a n i e l D i a z - H u e r t a 
Diaz-Huerta is a graduate of Arizona State University in Spanish and is an i n ­
dependent researcher who focuses on the unique characteristics of northern 
New Mexico Spanish, Medieval Spanish converso literature, Kahhalah and 
Crytpo-Jewish Liturgy. 

Joseph M o r a 
Education- Santa Barbara City College, Gonzaga University, and Loyola 
Marymount University. Professional Background- Musical Performances in 
Theatre and Music. 



NMJHS Past Presidents 

Thank you for your service. 

A. David Scholder 

Jim Mafchir 

Susan CampheJJ 

Stan Hordes 

Gunther Aron 

Claire Grossman 

Sharon Niederman 

Phil Saltz 

Shirley Jacohson 

Lance Bell 

Harold Melnick 

Noel Pugach 

Dorothy Corner Amsden 

Naomi Sandweiss 

Paula Amar Schwartz 

Honoring Past Recipients of th 
Dr. Allan and Leona Hurst Award 

Stan Hordes 

Walter Kahn 

Henry J. Tobias 

Melanie LaBorwit 

Claire Grossman 

Taos Jewish Center 

Leah KelJogg 

Rabbi Leonard Helman 

Noel Pugach 

Abraham Chanin 

Lance Bell 

Dorothy Corner Amsden 

Naomi Sandweiss 

Lisa Kaplan Wit t 

Marian Silver 

Ron Duncan Hart 

Betsy Nordhaus Messeca 

Harvey Buchalter 



Thank You to 
The New Mexico History Museum 

for the exhibition 

Fractured Faiths: 
Spanish Judaism, the Inquisit ion and New World Identities 

W h i c h has made a major contribution to completing the 
story of Jewish heritage i n New Mexico. 

Andrew Wulf, Director 
Josef Diaz, Curator of Southwest and Mexican Colonial Art and 
History 
Melanie LaBorwit, Educator 

Special Appreciation to 
Seymour Merr in 

Helene Singer Merr in 
and the many other donors 

who made this exhibition possible 

Exhibition Curators 
Josef Diaz and Roger Davila Martinez 

Historical Consultants 
Ron D. Hart, Stan Hordes, and Fran Levine 

The book on the exhibition 
is a Finalist for the 2016 Best Book, New Mexico/Arizona Book 

Awards 

Fractured Faiths: Spanish Judaism, the Inquisition and New World Identities, 
edited by Josef Dias, Roger Davila Martinez and Ron D. Hart. 

Albuquerque: Fresco Books 

Images from Sephardic and Converso Life 
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Sephardic Ketuba from Tudela 

Grogger from Spain Gravestone, New Mexico 



Conference Donors 

The Board of Directors of the New Mexico Jewish Historical 
Society thanks those who have generously donated to make the 
NMJHS Fall Conference a success. 

Harvey & Christine Buchalter 
Linda and Fd Gotf 
David and Sandra Dietz 
Carol Sonnenschein and Stuart Feen 
Cate Dixon 
Dorothy Corner Amsden 
Rae Lee Siporin 
Diane R Layden 
Robert and Irene Gale 
Dave Gorlick 
Lance and Julia Bell 
Harold Melnick 
Susan and Steven Goldstein 
Bill & Margrethe Feldman 
Noel Pugach 
Stanley and Helen Hordes 
Jewish Community Council of Northern New Mexico 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Santa Fe Jewish FiJm Festival 
Marian Silver 
Susan Michelson and Bill Stein 
Doris Francis-Frhard 
Anonymous 

Business Partners 

CRESS 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS. INC. 

Raymond Strom, cic, 4f iM 
ChMOperMlrttOtlhK 

6101 Moon Street NE. Suite 1000 
Albuquerque. New Mexico $7111 

505-321.2424 Cell 
505-822-0341 Fax 
1 •$00-422-3925 

direct 505-938-2420 
e-mail: rslrom@cresslnsur3nce.com 

www. cresslnsurance.com 

J o e ' s , celebrating and serving 
iocal farm producj^s 

casual excellance 
at Breakfast 
Luncti 
Dinner 
Saturday Brunch 

OPEN DAILY 
7:30 a.m. • 9 p.m. 

dining 
(505) 471-3800 
2801 Rodeo Rd Santa Fe 
www.joesdining.com 

i — 
Louis Newman 

director of modernism 

\s 
I Extraordinary Art In an Extraordinary Location 

l e i S P a s e o d e P e r a l t a Santa Fe, NM 87501 505.988.3250 

www.lewallengallen8s.com 

Z A P L I N I L A M P E R T G A L L E R Y 

R I C H A R D L A M P E R T 

65 1 C a n y o n Road 
Santa Fc . New Mexico ] 87501 | 505 .982 .6100 

r ichard@zaptinlainpert . com j www.zaplinlamperc .coi i 

Stefanie Beninato 
A WeU-Born Guide / Have Ph.D. WiU Travel 

Original Tour 

Jewish Legacy i n N e w Mexico 

www.swguides.com info@swguides.com 

P.O. Box 1601 Santa Fe, N M 87504 

505.988.8022 

Santa Fe 
Jewish Film 
Festival 

w w w . 9 a n t a F e J F F . o r g | 505.2 IS.0672 

H O f O t . A U S T 
& 

I N T O L E R A N C E 
M U S E U M 

O F 
N E W M E X I C O 

616 Central Avenue SW 
Albuquerque NM 87102 
505 •;• 247 • 0 6 0 6 
info@nmholocaustmu5eum.org 
www.nmholocaustmuseum.org 
mail: PO Box 1762 
Albuquerque NM 87103-1762 

Tuesday through Saturday 
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

GAON BOOKS 
A N A W A R D - W I N N I N G N E W M E X I C O 

P U B L I S H E R O F J E W I S H B O O K S 

www.gaonbooks.com 505-920-7771 


