Annual Membership Meeting Attendees Treated

Statf Report

June 27, 40 members
gatheted at the Jewish
Community Center in
& Albuquerque for the An-
nual Membership Meet-
ing of the New Mexico
Jewish Historical Society (NMJHS).

Dr. Noel Pugach, outgoing presiden,
convened the meeting, honot-
ing Dr. Stan Hordes with 2
lifetime membership. Hordes
is a founder of the society, a
former president and long-time
board member. Pugachwas
then recognized by incoming
NMJHS President Dorothy
Amsden, who presented him
with a special gift—a Baron
Wolman photograph of Beatle
George Hattison.

Outgoing board members o
Lance Bell, Norman Bu- .
dow, Sheila Gershen, Ger-
ald Gonzilez, Stan Hotdes,
Stephen Part and Nancy Terr
were recognized for thejr conttibutions;
incoming board members Sandra Brint-
nall, Ron Duncau—Hart, Anita Miller
and Naomi Sandweiss were welcomed
onto the board.

Following the official meeting, attendees
heard a fascinating Presentation, “In Her
Own Voice: Dofia Teresa and Intrigue

at the Palace of the Governors,” co-pre-
sented by Dr. Frances Levine and Gerald
Gonzilez, Levine, Ditector of the New
Mexico History Museum and Gerald
Gonzélez, D, former NMJHS Board
Membert, shared their extensive research
on the wife of an early New Mexico
governor, who was the only Ney Mexico
woman tried by the Inquisition. Dofia
Teresa de Aguilera ¥ Roche, born in Ttaly
in 1623, was the daughter of a prominent
Spanish diplomat and Ish-born mother.
A literate and wotldly woman, Dofia
Teresa could speak and read in several
languages.

Dota Teresa and her husband, Bernard
Lépez de Mendizabal, artived in Santa Fe
in 1659 to begin his term as Governor of
New Mexico. Immediately, friction be-
gan between the Mendizibals and Fran-
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ciscan church leaders over matters that

included increased privileges for Pueblo
residents and the perceived excesses of

the Governor,

The feuding continued, and in 1662 the
Governor and his wife were arrested by
Inquisition officials on charges of blas-
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Gerald Gonzales and Dr. Frances Levine present at the Annyal
Meeting. Photo courtesy of Harold Meluict,

phemy, heresy and “Judaizing” Tn all,

26 people testified against Dodia T eresa;
charges included not tesponding to pious
greetings, bathing on Fridays with oo
much ceremony; changing bed and table
linens on Fridays, and laughing while
reading books,

The Governor and his wife were re-
moved to an Inquisition prison in Mexico
City. Gov. Mendizibal died in September
1664 before his case wenr to trial. Dofia
Teresa’s trial began four days after her
husband’s death. She was not allowed to
view or hear the charges against het, but
Dona Teresa prepared a lengthy written
defense. In seven Pages, Dofia Tetesa
described the social landscape of Santa
Fe and identified those who might have
testified against her 1o protect their own
Teputations and to cement their own al-
liances. That year, the Inquisition lost its
zeal and Dofia Teresa’s case was suspend-
ed in December.

Dofia Teresa was teleased, and never re-
tutned to New Mexico. She died in 1680
in Mexico; her heirs donated her remain-
ing assets to the Catholic Chutch,

to Fascinating Presentation

Gonzilez and Levine differ in their as-
sessments as to whether Dogig Teresa
and her husband really were Ppracticing
Judaism in secret. In Levine’s view; Dogia
Teresa’s worldliness and non-conforming
behaviors made her an casy target for her
husband’s enemies, Gonzilez, a descen-
dant of Jews from Portugal and Spain,
notes that Dofia Teresa’s circle of friends
in Santa Fe included other families now
identified as conversos or crypto-fews.

Regardless of one’s conclusions, the
story of Doria Teresa and hey family
provided the audience with a rich and
fascinating account of the life and times
of those living in both Santa Fe and
Mexico duting the 17¢h century, €%

For further reading about Doga Teresa,
please see “In Her Voice” by Gonziles
and Levine in 4/ Tradls 1ead 2 Santa F,
Sunstone Press, 2010,

Naorm Sandweiss received the
2010 Dr. Allan P and Leona Hurst
Award, which recognizes a person

~who has rendered outstanding

' servic;e 0 -
the Society
and to New.

Mexico
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