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Speaker Biographies 
The Honorab le M. C h r i s t i n a Armi jo serves as a j udge on the 
U n i t e d States D i s t r i c t C o u r t for the D i s t r i c t o f New Mexico. 
She received her Bache lor of A r t s a n d J u r i s Doctor degrees 
f r om the Un i v e r s i t y of New Mexico i n 1972 a n d 1975 , 
respect ive ly . J u d g e A rmi j o began her law prac t i ce w i t h a 
p r o g r a m t h a t p rov ided legal services to m e m b e r s of seven 
I n d i a n pueb los i n New Mexico. Three years later , she s t a r t ed 
her o w n pr ivate pract i ce i n her h o m e t o w n of Las Vegas, New 
Mexico . Vo lun t e e r w o r k a n d n u m e r o u s honors embe l l i sh he r 
career. A twe l f th -genera t i on New Mex i can , Judge Armi jo ' s 
g rand fa the r , the late Judge Lu i s E. A rm i j o , was one of New 
Mexico 's longest serv ing t r i a l j udges . 

F lo rence Ilfeld Be ie r comes f rom the l l fe ld and Nordhaus 
c lans. Her grandfather , Ludw i g I l fe ld, was a nephew of Charles 
I l fe ld. Her g randmothe r , M inn i e , was a niece of Adela 
No rdhaus , Charles 's wife. Florence's father Max was b o r n i n 
Las Vegas i n 1900 a n d grew u p i n the I l feld house on E i g h t h 
Street. Max r e t u r n e d f rom Bos ton to Las Vegas i n 1931 w i t h h is 
wife a n d two ch i l d r en to live w i t h h is parents . I n 1935 the 
fami ly moved to Taos, where Florence l ived u n t i l she m a r r i e d . 
After m a n y moves, Florence now resides i n San Mateo, 
Cal i fornia , w i t h her h u s b a n d Rolf. She is a med ia to r a n d wr i t e r . 

S u s a n Calafate Boy le received her doctorate i n A m e r i c a n 
Social H is to ry f r om Un i ve r s i t y of M i s s o u r i - C o l u m b i a . Her 
c u r r e n t research focuses on soc ioeconomic deve lopments i n 
New Mexico d u r i n g the 19 th c e n t u r y a n d a c o m p a r i s o n on 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n mode ls i n the s ou thwes t U n i t e d States a n d 
n o r t h w e s t e r n A r g en t ina . As a Na t i ona l Park Service employee. 
Dr . Boyle is c u r r e n t l y w o r k i n g as a p l a n n e r for the Na t i ona l 
Tra i l s I n t e r m o u n t a i n Region i n Santa Fe. She is i n charge o f 
the comprehens i ve m a n a g e m e n t p l ans for E l C a m i n o Real de 
los Tejas Na t i ona l H is to r i c T r a i l , the O ld Span i sh Na t i ona l 
H i s to r i c T ra i l , a n d the feas ib i l i ty s t u d y for a d d i t i o n a l routes of 
Ca l i f o rn ia , Oregon, M o r m o n Pioneer, a n d Pony Express 
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c t r a i l s . 
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L a u r a M. Gonza l e s is c u r r e n t l y a g radua te s t u d e n t at 
H i gh l ands p u r s u i n g an M.A. i n Publ ic Affairs w i t h a 
C o n c en t r a t i on i n H is to ry . She w o r k e d on several pro jects w i t h 
the Las Vegas Ci ty M u s e u m b e g i n n i n g i n 2 0 0 8 as a n A r c h i v a l 
Cont rac to r . As H u m a n i t i e s C o n s u l t a n t the f o l l ow ing year, she 
he lped to create "Las Vegas Al ive!" , a n in te rac t i ve l e a r n i n g 
game, a n d pa r t i c i pa t ed i n the m u s e u m ' s In t e rp re t i v e P l ann ing 
W o r k s h o p . L a u r a a t t ended the 2009 state Assoc ia t i on of 
M u s e u m s Conference as a pane l speaker . She is p resen t l y on 
the p l a n n i n g commi t t ee for the 2010 N M A M Conference to be 
he ld i n Las Vegas i n November . 

A l b u q u e r q u e nat ive Bet ty -Mae H a r t m a n , a g r a n d d a u g h t e r of 
Lou is I l f e ld , g r a d u a t e d f r om the Un i v e r s i t y of New Mexico i n 
1942 w i t h a bache lors of bus iness a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Her 
h u s b a n d , Leonard S. H a r t m a n , was a n A r m y A i r Force officer 
wh o died i n 1967. She has two c h i l d r e n , five g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
a n d five g r ea t - g r andch i l d r en . A b u s i n e s s w o m a n for m a n y 
years , M r s . H a r t m a n served as p r es iden t of La Luz chap te r of 
the A m e r i c a n Bus iness Women 's Assoc ia t i on . She earned a 
pr i va te pi lot 's l icense a n d p i l o ted her o w n p lane . M r s . 
H a r t m a n is active i n the A l b u q u e r q u e Sister Cit ies P rog ram, i n 
w h i c h she served as p res iden t for six years . She has v i s i t ed a l l 
e ight s ister cit ies a n d is c u r r e n t l y m a k i n g p lans to v i s i t the 
n i n t h a d d i t i o n , Rehovot, I s rae l . 

Stan l ey M. Hordes ho lds a B.A. i n H i s to ry f rom the Un i v e r s i t y 
of M a r y l a n d , a n M.A. i n L a t i n A m e r i c a n H i s to ry f r om the 
Un i ve r s i t y of New Mexico , a n d a Ph.D. i n Co lon ia l Mex i c an 
H is to ry f r om T u l a n e Un i ve rs i t y . F r o m 1981 to 1985 he served 
as New Mexico State H i s t o r i a n . He is c u r r e n t l y p r es iden t of 
H M S Associates, Inc . , H i s t o r i ca l Research a n d C o n s u l t i n g , 
a n d is A d j u n c t Research Professor at the L a t i n A m e r i c a n a n d 
I b e r i a n I n s t i t u t e at the Un i v e r s i t y of New Mexico. He is the 
a u t h o r of several books a n d ar t ic les o n the h i s t o r y of 
c r y p t o - J u d a i s m i n New Mexico a n d the S p a n i s h Ca r i bbean , 
i n c l u d i n g To the End of the Earth: A History of the 

Crypto-Jews of New Mexico. Hordes is one of the f o u n d i n g 
m e m b e r s a n d a past p r es iden t of the N M J H S . 
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Katr ina Immerman and her husband Michael moved to 
Las Vegas 15 years ago from Albuquerque, where they were 
longtime members of B 'nai Israel Synagogue. A ret ired 
registered nurse , Kat r ina volunteers for several 
organizations, is a t reatment guard ian for people w i t h 
menta l i l lness, and belongs to Friends of the M u s e u m and 
the Montefiore Cemetery Association. The Immermans are 
active part ic ipants i n the Las Vegas Jewish communi ty . 

Alvin Korte completed his doctoral studies at the 
Univers i ty of Denver i n 1978. His area of interest was the 
family life of older citizens. He is at present semi-ret ired 
wo rk ing w i t h domestic violence offenders and wr i t ing . He is 
complet ing a book to be t i t led Nosotros: A Study of Hispano 
Everyday Meanings. He is also wo rk ing on a part of a larger 
s tudy on German immigran t families i n Mora i n the 
Terr i tor ia l era as wel l as a s tudy of Fernando Baca, fletero, 
advocate, poet and legislator f rom An ton Chico. 

Melanie LaBorwit is a seasoned M u s e u m Educator w i t h 
broad experience i n museums w i t h cu l tu ra l , scientific and 
histor ica l missions. She cur rent l y works w i t h the Nuclear 
Science and History M u s e u m i n Albuquerque. Previous 
aff i l iations inc lude the Anderson-Abruzzo Albuquerque 
In ternat iona l Bal loon Museum, the Ind ian Pueblo C u l tu ra l 
Center, and the City of Las Vegas M u s e u m and Rough 
Rider Memoria l Collection, where she in i t ia ted programs 
focused on Nor thern New Mexico t rad i t ions . She has 
researched New Mexico Jewish history, especially i n Las 
Vegas and San Miguel counties, and has been involved w i t h 
the NMJHS over many years. She is a Certified Interpretive 
Guide and cur rent l y serves as a member of the Board of 
Directors for the New Mexico Association of Museums. 

(speakers' biographies continue on page 9) 
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Adventures along the Santa Fe Trail 
Pre-Conference Activities 

Friday afternoon, October 22 

2:00 - 4:30 Conference registrat ion i n Plaza Hotel 

5:30 Dinner on your own. E l Fidel Restaurant, 
510 Douglas Avenue (1 mile f rom Plaza Hotel) 

7:30 Shabbat Service, Old Congregation Montefiore 
(now the Neuman Catholic Student Center), 
corner of Co lumbia and 8 t h Streets, w i t h 
Oneg Shabbat to follow at Plaza Hotel 

Saturday morning, October 23 

7:30 - noon Conference registrat ion i n Plaza Hotel 

8:15 Walk ing Tour of Histor ica l Las Vegas, followed 
by vis i t to Montezuma Castle, conducted by 
Marcus Gottschalk, Las Vegas. Depart f rom 
Plaza Hotel lobby. 

12:00 noon Buffet l u n c h served i n the Plaza Hotel Ilfeld 
Bal l room 
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Adventures along the Santa Fe Trail 
Conference Schedule 

Saturday afternoon, October 23 

Opening Remarks: Stanley M. Hordes, Conference Cha i rman 

1:00 -2:15 Session I, Plaza Hotel, Ilfeld Ballroom 

Chairperson: Alvin Korte, New Mexico Highlands University 

"Hispanic Contr ibut ions to the Santa Fe Tra i l Trade, 1821 -
1880," Susan Calafate Boyle, Nat ional Park Service, Santa Fe 

"Las Vegas: Place of Encounter , " Laura M. Gonzales, New 
Mexico Highlands University, Las Vegas 

4:00 - 5:00 Session III: Plaza Hotel, Ilfeld Ballroom 

Chairperson: Stanley M. Hordes, University of New Mexico 

Panel Discussion: Crypto-Jews i n Las Vegas and Northeast 
New Mexico 

Orlando Mondragon, Santa Fe (San Luis, Colorado) 
Hon. M. Chr is t ina Armijo, A lbuquerque (Las Vegas) 

bred 

break 

2:30 - 4:00 Session 11, Plaza Hotel, Ilfeld Ballroom 

Chairperson: Naomi Sandweiss, University of New Mexico 

"Synagogues on the Santa Fe Tra i l - Slide Lecture on the 
History of Temple Aaron (Trinidad, Colorado) & Congregation 
Montefiore (Las Vegas)," Sharon Niederman, Raton 

"Jewish Pioneers: History of the Jewish Commun i t y of Las 
Vegas," Melanie LaBorwit , A lbuquerque 

"The Jewish Commercia l Presence i n Mora County, New 
Mexico, 1860s to the 1940s: A Brief Overview," Noel Pugach, 
Univers i ty of New Mexico, A lbuquerque 
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6:00 - 7:00 Reception in Plaza Hotel, harpist Sandi Ludescher 
7:00 - 10:00 Dinner and program in Plaza Hotel, Ilfeld Ballroom 

NMJHS 25 th anniversary celebration: Dorothy Corner Amsden, 
NMJHS President, Los Alamos 

Master of Ceremonies: Stanley M. Hordes 

Welcome: Hon. Alfonso E. Ortiz, Jr . , Mayor of Las Vegas 

Greetings from representatives of the Texas Jewish Histor ica l 
j Society and other h is tor ica l societies 

Reflections on the establ ishment of the New Mexico Jewish 
Histor ica l Society, by A. David Scholder, NMJHS founder 

Concert of n ineteentb-century l i turg ica l music f rom 
Congregation Montefiore: Aaron Wolf, soloist, and Andre 
Garc ia -Nuthman, accompanist 

I 
i 
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Conference Schedule 

Sunday morning, October 24 

9:00 - 10:30 Session IV: Plaza Hotel, Ilfeld Ballroom 

Chairperson: Noel Pugach, University of New Mexico 

Panel Discussion: Legacy of Las Vegas's and Northeast New 
Mexico's Rich Jewish Past: 

Betty Mae Har tman , A lbuquerque 
Nancy Paxton, A lbuquerque 
Florence Ilfeld Beier, San Mateo, Cal i fornia 

weak 

10:45 - 12:00 Session V: Plaza Hotel, Ilfeld Ballroom 

Chairperson: Melanie LaBorwit, Albuquerque 

Panel Discussion: Renaissance of the Las Vegas Jewish 
Communi ty : 

Diana Pressor, Las Vegas 
Katr ina Immerman , Las Vegas 
Nancy Terr, A lbuquerque 

12:00 noon Barbara Bender Memor ia l Lox and Bagel 
B r u n c h 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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A u t h o r , j o u r n a l i s t a n d pho tog raphe r S h a r o n N iede rman 
j o u r n e y e d west to earn her M.A. at Un i v e r s i t y of Co lorado, 
Bou lde r . Her pe r sona l essays a n d art ic les on food, t rave l , 
h i s t o r y , a n d c u l t u r e of New Mexico have appeared i n v i r t u a l l y 
every reg iona l a n d m a n y n a t i o n a l p u b l i c a t i o n s . New Mexico's 

Tasty Traditions {New Mexico Magazine, 2010) is her t e n t h 
book. She is p res iden t of New Mexico Press W o m e n , m e m b e r 
of the Society of A m e r i c a n Trave l Wr i t e r s , a n d r ec ip i en t of a 
2010 New Mexico H i s t o r i c a l Records Adv i sory Boa rd 
prese rva t i on g rant . She is f o rmer p res iden t a n d a r ch i v i s t of 
N M J H S . Her c u r r e n t book pro ject is Shrines & Signs: Spiritual 

Journeys across New Mexico (The C o u n t r y m a n Press, 2012 ) . 

Nancy Nordhaus M inces Pax ton was b o r n a n d ra i sed i n 
A l b u q u e r q u e . She a t t ended A l b u q u e r q u e H i g h School , 
Stephens College, a n d the Un i v e r s i t y of New Mexico . She has 
three c h i l d r e n a n d n ine g r a n d c h i l d r e n . She w o r k e d i n the 
casua l t y i n s u r a n c e bus iness for agencies i n A l b u q u e r q u e , 
Santa Fe, a n d Hobbs a n d received her agent 's l icense i n 1968. 
Mrs . Paxton vo lun tee red for the A l b u q u e r q u e Conven t i on a n d 
V i s i t o rs B u r e a u for 18 years , h e l p i n g v is i tors at the 
A l b u q u e r q u e S u n p o r t I n f o r m a t i o n Desk. She is a n av id rose 
gardener , p lays dup l i ca t e br idge , l ikes to t rave l , a n d stocks 
f i sh at T r o u t Spr ings , Ga l l inas Canyon , New Mexico, w h i c h is 
her fami ly s u m m e r home, b u i l t by he r g rand fa the r . Max 
N o r d h a u s , i n 1898. 

Diana Presser worked as a legal secretary for some of New York's 
most prestigious law firms from 1965 -1996, when her husband 
ret ired, and they bo th moved to Las Vegas, New Mexico. Diana 
pursued her B.A. degree i n Elementary Educat ion, graduated in 
2000, and obtained her New Mexico license for K-12 w i t h an 
endorsement for secondary social studies. Diana taught second 
grade in Pecos and then taught the first all-day k indergar ten at 
Sierra Vista Elementary School i n Las Vegas. Her son, Paul, 
moved to Las Vegas some years afterwards w i t h his wife and 
chi ldren. Diana has always part ic ipated i n the Jewish commun i t y 
and presently teaches Hebrew to adults . Her interests include 
photography, travel, and needlepoint. 
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Noel H . Pugach is Professor E m e r i t u s of H i s to ry at the 
Un i v e r s i t y of New Mexico , where he has t a u g h t since 1968. He 
la ter received h is M . A. a n d Ph.D. i n h i s t o r y f r om the 
Un i v e r s i t y of W i s cons in . Professor Pugach special izes i n 
U n i t e d States Fore ign Relat ions a n d J e w i s h H is to ry . He has 
p u b l i s h e d extensive ly i n b o t h areas. He was the lead h i s t o r i c a l 
c o n s u l t a n t for the N M J H S Video Arch ive Project, for w h i c h he 
wro te s tud ies of e ight New Mexico J e w i s h p ioneer fami l i es . He 
p u b l i s h e d an ar t ic le on J e w i s h Las Vegas i n the S p r i n g 2010 
issue of B'nai Brith Magazine. Dr . Pugach recent ly comp le t ed 
a two-year t e r m as Pres ident of the New Mexico J e w i s h 
H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

Naomi Sandwe i s s serves as ed i tor of the qua r t e r l y news le t t e r 
Legacy. I n 2 0 1 0 , Naom i received the N M J H S Dr . A l a n P. a n d 
Leona H u r s t A w a r d for o u t s t a n d i n g service to the Society a n d 
New Mexico J e w i s h H is to ry . She served as a vo luntee r for the 
J e w i s h Pioneers O r a l H i s to ry Project, a n d wro te the N M J H S 
book le t on the G u s d o r f f ami l y of Taos. I n 2 0 1 1 , Naomi 's book, 
Jewish Albuquerque 1860-1960, w i l l be p u b l i s h e d by A r cad i a 
Press. Naom i received a B.A. i n A m e r i c a n Stud ies f rom 
D i c k i n s o n College i n Car l is le , Pennsy l van ia , a n d an M.A. i n 
E d u c a t i o n f rom B o w l i n g Green State Un i ve rs i t y , Ohio . She is 
c u r r e n t l y employed by the Un i v e r s i t y of New Mexico . 

Nancy Te r r moved w i t h her fami ly f r om M i c h i g a n to Las 
Vegas, New Mexico , i n 1958, a year after Congregat ion 
Monte f iore c losed. The five Te r r c h i l d r e n a t t ended re l i g ious 
school a n d services i n Santa Fe. Nancy w e n t a l l the way 
t h r o u g h school i n Las Vegas, she a n d her s ister be ing the on ly 
J e w i s h k i d s i n t h e i r (respective) classes. So, Nancy was h a p p y 
to s u p p o r t the r e - e s t ab l i shmen t of a local J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t she missed g row ing u p . She a n d her f ami l y 
have been p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n local J e w i s h events s ince, a n d 
Nancy 's son ce lebrated h is Bar M i t z vah at Monte f iore i n 2 0 0 2 . 
Nancy lives i n A l b u q u e r q u e a n d teaches i n Be rna l i l l o . 
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NMJHS Founder 
A. Dav id Scholder f ounded the New Mexico J e w i s h H i s t o r i c a l 
Society as a grass-roots ente rpr i se i n 1979; i t received i ts 
501(c)(3) s t a tus i n 1985. For the past twenty- f ive years he has 
w o r k e d i n the non -p ro f i t c o m m u n i t y d r a w i n g on h is sk i l l s i n 
f inanc ia l p l a n n i n g for p h i l a n t h r o p y . CEO of Ph i l an th r op i c 
Strategies, based i n New York Ci ty , Mr . Scho lder is a f r equent 
speaker at pro fess iona l conferences a n d n a t i o n a l meet ings . He 
is the a u t h o r of "Re luc tan t P i l g r ims , " a n ar t ic le on the h i s t o r y 
of the Jews of New Mexico t h a t appeared i n the September 
1982 issue of New Mexico Magazine. C u r r e n t l y he is w r i t i n g 
h is f i rs t book en t i t l ed " J e w i s h Fami l ies on the Santa Fe T r a i l . " 

NMJHS Officers and Board of Directors 

Dorothy Corner Amsden, President 
Carla Freeman, Vice President 
Sandra B r in tna l l , Recording Secretary 
An thony A. Amsden, Corresponding Secretary-
David Dunmar , Treasurer 
Noel Pugach, Ph.D., Immediate Past President 

Ron Duncan-Har t , Ph.D. An i ta P. Mi l ler 
Robert N. Gale Emi ly B. Rud in 
Claire Grossman Naomi Sandweiss 
Haro ld Me ln ick Sandford H. Siegel 
Betsy Messeca Marjorie Weinberg-Berman 

NMJHS Adminis t ra tor : R u t h Carter 

NMJHS is beneficiary agency of the 

Jewish Federation of New Mexico 
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