Santa ?" Hew Maxico
Lest Day of 1943
fate Afternoon

bDear Fellerz - Blaine, Bennie, Jeep, Buck, Teny, ?ml, Jimmy H11l
Smith, Johnny vyse

Here it im ~ proeticslly New Yeer's ive and it looks ss thous 4y SRV RNRRE
geing to spend 1t all alone, way out here with the coyotes on ranghe
Both boys are now shaving and getting all smelled up with heir tonie in
preparation for & gay old time in town st dences 8nd shows. rFrenk is
planning to go to the sub-deb donge snd to the midnight show - Al is
zoing to dance at & privete home with his new sweety-face. His mrfg
f:ﬂn until tvo o'cleoek - THIS TIME - there won't be snext time until he
is older. From now on he gets home &t eleven, After all, if he stays out
until two when he is fifteen, what will 1t be vhen he is eighteen. It looks
as tho' I'11 have a hesrt~to~heart tslk with some of the mothers - I nesd
sleep ocessionally. ; Pl

David Thormburg received his papers and will report to Ft. Bliss Jan'ld.
He leaves the day after Frenk does. Harry Richards is reported missing in
sgtion. Lenore Peddie 1a seld to be in W teking nmrses treining.
Zerra nradley and Darl Robbing left for the West after short furloughs.

: {@wr flenning is #t1ll here - he and Frank have been heving fun togsther.
thyllis Calkine was working at Tailehert's during the holidays. Tommy is

sent for his instrument. lie plays in the Fose Bowl (in the Bend, of sourse)
and gets & seet on the 50-yard line! The Hainbow dance lsst nite wes ‘
graced by the presence of both of my sons = the orghestra from La Fonds -
pleyed nnd from what I gathered, no-one could get the hip setion neeessery
to keep in time to it. Irving still hes four months morve t@aining at
oh rd 7ield - meclnnics schocl., This treining starts Jan 8. Paul thinke
he'll soon be leaving Denver. Buek is somevhere down st the cosoanut
trees, bananss and big green snakes. David seye he ie rat Class now
is cooking for hie pang. ' ‘ |
Blaine, I had a nice card from your folks &t Christmss time. If ever I

get to Albugquerque I shall see them for SIME, Bennle, I paessed your house
Christumas Tve. The shadea were up and I saw a big Christmes tree in ong eors
ner of the room. It wasz 211 uwrkx{ with lights. I could see the little
~ servies flag in the window, with all the stars on 1%, too. Tony and Paul
I went by to see your uother and Dad just before Christmes. Your uothr
had some of those good Greek cookies mll coverdd with nowdered sugar. oShe
gave Frank Jr snd We some of them and gave us somé “spirits" to wash 'em
down. che had pletures of you two boys and somehow I got the impression
thet she loves both of you very much. She and your Ded both lock Fine.
Jeep, I had ancther 1&3 talk with your Mom the other night. She says you
are an Alr Oedet now and were to pass you mental tents the laet of Lecember.
Hope you had good lueck. Frank Jr talked with your lother snd Ded, too, Irving
Just before Chrisfmas - they weré hoping you'd be home for Christmes., I ‘
see the big grey Bulek most overy time I go to town - narked in the seme
places I planned to see 8)l your "folks” before christmss but I hed se ,
e amm, and @0 many people to feed, there just wasn't onough of me to .
g0 aro 9 < ; 2
Just se I feared, Bennie was in one of those big Pacific botlles ~ but
his letter recelved yesterday(written Dec 18) says he came through all

right. lis outfit Joined up with the 2nd Usrine Divieion., lie sent me & \

- ¢ I've had gix letters from you fellowsthis last ten

ys= Blaine, one of my'bestestl and promptest writers is 8 little lute
with his ~ the last one I had frem him wes & Vemail from sboard ship.
.ﬂw Hill, I hope you snd Johnny do get & furlough after 'boot camp'.

We'll all he glod to see Foue

Gurtiss Kinney's fether died Sunday - he had been 111 for quite 8 long

time. Curtiss iz in schbol in the Zast. Frank Jr lesves with Riel =
zsmmz = Riehard makos the fourth Shaffer boy in the service. By the wey
boys, Af I am wrong on an item oceasionslly - forgive me - mome of By
informetion comes seeond-hand. And I oramp my sentences without regard to
paragraphs ete ., just to conserve spece., For instance, like this -
Jack Hennigen and James Richards nassed thry Lamy lust hefore hedabmss




e
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Mtzg to dsnce at & privete home with his new mtrmu. Hia party
f&am until tvo o'eloek - THIS TIME - there won't be snext time until he
is older. From now on he gets home at eleven. After all, Af he steys out
until two when he s fifteen, what will 4t be vhen he 1s eighteen. I m
sz the' I'll have a heart-to-heart talk with some of the mothers - I need
sleep oceasionally.
pavid Thormburg received his pepers and will report to Ft. Blise Jan m
He leoves the day after Trank does. Harry licharde is reported mmw
setione. Lenore Peddie is geid to be in Kentueky taking murses training
Zorre Rradley nﬁ muﬁxmwzm immm tﬁg gﬁ:ﬁt &ftw };mig :ﬂ&g U1 ﬁh
George Henning 8t here - he snd Fre ve been hev mj e
Thyllis mmim was mrmng at mmm%'g aur the holidays. Tommy is
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aﬂnﬁ for i nt. e plays ae o N the Bend, of TEW%

and gets & pent on tm %ﬂm 1in i The ﬁnm‘ﬁw ﬁ&m hm. znta wee
greced by the presence of both of my sons - the orchestra from La Fonda
pleyed and from what I geathored, no-one could get the hin setlion mm
% cep in time to it. Irving m.m has four months more t@aining &

rd Field - mechsnies sehool. This trélning sterts Jan 8. %m £ dnly

m 11 soon be 1em1 Denver. Puek is somewhere down smongst the cosoanut
trees, bananss and big groen sneakes. David seys he i 8firet Class now =
is cooking for hisg ggwg»

Blaine, I had & nice cerd from your folke et Christass time. If ever 3
get to Albuquercue I shall see them for SURE. Fennie, I passed your house
Christmns Tve. The shades were up and I saw & big Christmss tree in one oﬂ
noer of the room. It wia all sparkly with lights. I could see the little
servies flag in the window, with all the stars on 1%, too. Tony and Paul
I went by to see your Hothey and Dad just before Christmes. Your mtm
had some of those good Oreek sookiern all covercd with wﬁ&m& BUEZAY s

ve Prank Jr and Me some of them snd gave us some "spirits™ to wash ‘am
gm. #he hed pleitures of you two boys snd gomehow I got the impreseion |
thet she loves both of you very much. Ohe and your Dad both lock fine.
Jeep, I had another long talk with your Mom the other night. ©She says you
are an Alr Cadet now and were to pass you mental tects las¢ of Lecember
Hope you had good luek. Frank Jr telked with your Hother and Dad, too,Irvi
just before Christmss - they weré hoping you'd be home for Christmss. I
see the big grey Bulek mat every time I mo to town - rked in the seme
lace. I planned to see 831 your "folks" before Christmes but I had so :
mueh aﬁmy and o0 many people e to fesad, there just wasn't enough of me %o .
go aro

Just as I feaped, Bennie wes in one of thoge big Pecific butllen - 'em
his letter recelved yestorday(written Dec 18) says he came tlrough all
right. His outfit joined up with the 2nd Merine Division, ie gent me &
plece ocut of & Jan “adio-men's note book. Al mmg zt‘ w‘_aahml g‘ howe
18, I've hsad pix

~ asyg- Blaine, one of my'bestest end promptest mwm &'1@&1& 1ate

with hie = tm 1est one I had from him wes & Vemail from aboard mm.
J Hill, I hone you and Johnny do get & furlough after 'boot cemp® .,

%e'll 21l be glad to see Youe
Curtise Kinney's father died Sunday - he had been 111 for gquite & long
time, Curtiss 12 in schbol in the Zast., Frank Jr leaves with Richard |
shaffer, - fichard mekes the fourth Shaffer boy in the service. f{ the wt

boys, Af I am wrong on an itenm cccfsionally - for i'n ne ~ SoN6
informetion comes second-hand, And I crsmp my se cen without mgara to
paregrevhs ete ., just to conmerve spaece, Vor instence, like this -

Jack Hernigan end James Richards pesssd thru Lamy just before Christaas

on the way to the test comat for final examinations as fliers - M%
they would make the grade. Heither of them hes been home since he ke
 Frank Ortiz, & pre-dentsl student at deormgetown, was home for the mzmn..
Oeorgetowm is in weshington I ¢ ~ in ceae you don't know.

I am finishing this letter Janmusry 4th. I wes m»wug °§uu

xw%m’asznwmmawxma in bed with the onse lu

New Hexico~ this ia the first day I have sot up » I'm still in bed but m
better. 41 is a wonderful ecok - no foolin' -~ meybe the Army will meke one
out of Prank - he's no great shakes nov . He says to tell m all ‘howay'
and that he expeo® Hitler to quit S0SISES§ vhen he hesrs he is in the ﬁm
Trofbabdbly in sympathy for the amiim at Americsn manhood.

See you soon = in writing >79 W




