Sante Fe, New Mexico
January 24 = 1944

Dear Boys: "

Thie letter is long overdue but January has been a month full of the
things that meke grey hairs. In the first place My Frank Jr left Jan 12
as I told you he would in my last letter. When I stood at the o0ld ranch
gate about dusk that cold snowy winter's evening and waved to that big
bus as it sped by, I reached 2 new low in grief. It was too dark to see
him facé = I could only see him wave, He is now in the Medieal Corpas =
Camp Grant, Illinois = 70 miles out of Chicago. I have no address as yet
but hope to have by tomorrow.

Dave Thornburg left the day after Frank = went to Ft. Blidsg§, too,
but is now in Sheppard Fleld (where Irving is). Don't know yet where
Little Shaffer wes sent but he'll let me know soon. Donald Lalous has &
medical discharge from the Army = have heard it was tuberculosis and then
again I heard 1t was "pilot's fatigue" = I don't knowe He 1s supposed to
be in Denver in & hospital, Jimmy Hill wes in the hospital in San Diego
for 2 while, He is mow in Quankico, I heard, He hesn't yet received my
last letter - he was transferred before it reeched the flret address,
TEYTy Richards hee been heard from = Lenora re ¢ived a letber from him
from & hospital in 8icily. No=One knows the exbent of his injuries but it
1s good to knmow he is no longer "missing in action". Someone told me that
Barbara Stinson didn'$ marry after all - no=one knows thet for certain
eigher, I talked to her aunt the other dsy - she hadn't heard from the
Stinson#g at all, Jamespassed his pi lot's exam (James Richards) but
Jack Hennlgan waghed out and will now return to mechanics school. Jack
Benson left for the Harines December 30, Billy Byrne is in stanford.
Richard Cook in Texas A & M, Frank Willard in NuMI. George Henning left
Jan T = think he is on the ogean now. Connie Mendenhall is going to schod
in S8tillwater, Oklahoma. Beecky Back 1s working for the State Welfare.

Ruth Showmen snd Phyllis Calking run around together, I hear. Frances
Antoine and (laramae Remis are a Los Alamos on the governmment projeect for

“ the duration of the war. Jeanne Butler is here working for the Draft
Board, Gene Petchesky has a six-months medical discharge from the Army =
«é some sort of heart disturbence, I hear. A letter from Jeep telle me he(J)
* is nesrly six-feet~-three and weighs 185 pounds,

Blaine was in the battle of Tarawa., He wae back in San 'méga rég
cently, had a 72 hour leave - his folks went out to see him. He is gohe
again now. Tony and Paul ere both suppesed to be home on furloughs right

3 EWAY . _
. ¥What a time I am having with Al and his crowd of ninth graders!

~ Honestly, they keep mg in the state Dagwood Bumstead @0“ in when he puts
his head down onm the table, pounds his fist and says "Give me Btrength",
The 1little girls think I am so-o-0-0 wonierful = they try on my shoes,
they want to wear my rings, they pass around my ear-rings, they want me
to brald thelr hatr in pig-tails like mine. The boys skid across the }
floor from one end of the room to the other snd end up with a bang against

S the front door. If I'm living out-of=dours when you come back, it will
be because the gouth end of the house has found life is too much of &
struggle. The last party Al had out here really gave me quite a turn.
We have & hole in the floor of the bath-room wWhere our furnages are sers
viced - it is covered over, you understand, tut it is about three feet
square @nd is noticeable. I opened the Inthercom door and very nearly
stepped four feet down = someone had removed the trap=door. I could hear
mumbling under the house, so I gingerly stepped over the place and peered
down into the hole. About thet time up came the tousled head of Bobby

é Dwyre ="Would it be asking too much for you to confide in me just what
you are doing?', quoth I . It wasn't = he had suddenly decided that he
would look under the house to see whether there were any skunks or

3 raccoonalil! There weren't, so we closed the hole and, if he read the
gleam in my eye aright, he'll do his hunting elsewhere in the future. »
Bll I need now 1= my neeck in & cruteh to round out an interesting life on
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-mspars and the Marines.

Dave Thornburg left the day after Frank = wemt to Ft. EMI%. too,
but is now in Sheppard Field (where Irving is). Don't know yet where |
Little shaffer was sent but he'll let me know soon. Donald LaNous hag a
medlcal discharge from the Army = have heard it was tuberculosis &nd then
2gain I heard 1t was "pilot's fatigue" - I don't know. He is supposed to
be in Denver in 2 hospital. Jimmy Hill was in the hospital in San Diego
for a while, He is now in Quaniico, I heard., He hesn't yet received my
laat letter = he was transferred before it reaeched the first address. '

Harry. RS eard from = Len Ja. e g
£ W No=One knows t

‘ Cls zeived a letter from him
from & hospital in 7@ the extent of Tt‘!%‘% urie 'mt 8T
is good to know he iz no longer "missing in action". Someone told me that
Berbare Stinson didn'$ merry after all - no=one knows that for certain
eigher, I talked to her aunt the other day - she hadn't heard from the
Stinsond§ at all., Jamespassed his pi lot's exam (James Richards) but
Jack Hennlgan washed out amd will now return to mechanies school. Jack
Benson left for the Marines December 30. Billy Byrne is in Stanford.
Righard Cook in Texas A & M, Frank Willard in NMMI. George Henning left
Jan 7 = think he is on the ocean now. Connie liendenhall is going to schod
in Stillwater, Oklahoma, Begky Back 1s working for the State Welfare.

Ruth Showman snd Phyllis Calkins run around together, I hear., Frances
Antoine and Claramae Bemis are & Los Alamos on the government project for
the duratlon of the war, Jeanne Butler is here working for the Draft
Board. G@Gene Petchesky has a sixe-months medical discharge from the Army s
some sort of heart disturbsnce, I hear. A letter from Jeep tells me he(J)
is nearly six-feet=-three and weighs 185 pounds. ;

Blaine was in the battle of Tarawa. He wag back in San Eis,ga m‘-
cently, had & 72 hour leave - his folke went out to see him. He is gone
agaln now. Tony end Paul are both suppesed to be home on furloughs right
AWEY . :

. 'What & time I am heving with Al and his crowd of ninth graders!
Honestly, They keep mg in the state Degwood Bumstead gets in when he puts
his head down on the table, pounds his fist and says "Give me Strength",
The 1ittle girlg think I em so-o-0-0 womierful = they try on ny shoes,
they want to wear my rings, they pass around my esr-rings, they want me
to braid their hagr in pig-tells like mine. The boys skid scross the
floor from one end Qf'mi room tatth& other snd end up with a bang against
the ¢ o If I'm living out=ofsdoprs when you.come back, 1t mill
Séuse the south end of the house has found life 1s too much of &
struggle. The last party Al had out here reslly gave me quite 2 turn,

We have & hole in the floor of the bath-room where our furnaces are sere
viced - it is covered over, you understand, but 1t is sbout three feet
square and 1s notlceable. I opened the =theroom door and very nearl
stepped four feet down = someone had removed the trap=door. I could hear
mumbling under the house, so I gingerly stepped over the place and peered
down into the hole. About thet time up came the tousled head of Bobby
Dwyre -"Would it be asking too much for you to confide in me Just what
you are doing?', quoth I « It wasn't - he had suddenly decided thzt he
would look under the house to see whether there were any skunks or
receoonsiii! There weren't, so we closed the hole snd, if he resd the
gleam in my eye aright, he'll do his hunting elsewhere in the future.

£1] I need now 1s my neck in & ecruteh to round out an interesting life on
the ranch. Yesterday,four of the crowd come out with the avowed intent im
of painting the truck red and white (Harrington's colors). I set my
cowboy boot down on that firmly and not too gently. After all, I have
to ride in that and its bad enough to hear it coming without having to
see it, too. If you think war is awful = Just contemplate three years
more of bhis existence for me. I believe I'1l Join the WACS, the Waves,

I
More later = when more news comes up. Be careful - take gare of

yourselves and hurry back '
aokerd
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